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 ‘The Boatyard’ - December 2015 
  

 Thank You in anticipation of your continuing support 
  

IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee  

--  AAhhooyy  TThheerree  ––  PPiiccttuurreess  //  iitteemmss  ooff  iinntteerreesstt..  

--  SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprrooggrreessss  //  pprroojjeeccttss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr..    

--  DDeevveellooppmmeennttss  ––  cchhaannggeess  aatt  tthhee  TTrruusstt  

--  MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  rreellaatteedd  ssttoorriieess..     

--  EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  

--  MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  

 

Ahoy There Merry Xmas 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This was Xmas 2010 – This Xmas could be quite different 
 

http://www.nemaritimetrustt.co.uk/
Mick
Sticky Note



 
 
 

 Soundings 
 

Henry Frederick Swan  
 
 
Progress this quarter includes completion of the copper cladding of the fuel tank and 
engine spaces, work on the after bulkhead framing and preliminary work on the hull 
fenders.  
 
 
Right - The initial profiling of 
the port side fender.  The 
original was made from cork, 
but this would be prohibitive 
cost wise. Therefore the 
alternative is to fill the spaces 
with blocks of polystyrene and 
then fill any gaps with 
expanding foam.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Shakiel Azim preparing the fender profiles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Right – lying on top of the aft bulkhead 
is the frame templates made from soft 
wood.   The final frame is being made 
from oak.  
 
 
 

Soft wood template  
  
 

Aft Bulkhead  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Working in confined spaces 
 
 
 
 

 

Tim West crunched-up inside  

the aft end 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Taggart (left) and Peter 
Waugh (right) completing the 
copper cladding of the fuel tank 
spaces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fully copper cladded fuel tank 
space with tank support 
brackets fitted 
 
 
 
The next phase will be to fit the 
fuel tanks but these need to be 
cleaned and pressure tested 
before installation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meanwhile Charlie Lowdon (left) and Chris 
Taggart (right) have been repairing some of 
the deck boards, supervised by ‘Spencer’ 
the boat’s dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foy Boat – Joan  
 
 
Considerable progress has been made on the 
Foyboat 
 
 
 
 
The rudder and tiller have been manufactured   
 
Below- All the ribs and the gunnels are now fitted, 
helping to strengthen the boat and make it ship 
shape.  
 
 
The boat will now have to be turned over in order to 
dress the planking before up-righting again to fit the 
thwarts 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

     Developments 
 
The Trust is still negotiating with the Council to finalise the lease for the adjacent 
building which was Fred Crowell’s boat building and repair yard.  
 
The Trust now has a shop arrangement on the website for selling various articles; 
including badges, books and paintings produced by our resident artist Richard Howe.  
Richard has produced several very interesting prints of work in the boatyard.  All at a 
reasonable price.  Visit -  www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk 
 
 

Maritime Tales 

River Tyne tugs (a potted history) 

 
The history of the Tyne Tugs dates back to 1816 when an enterprising gentleman Mr 
Joseph Price of Gateshead established a steam boat passenger service for the Tyne.  
Unfortunately the venture was not very successful, but he hit on the idea of using his 
boats for towing sailing vessels out to the sea.   
In July 1818 he conducted an experiment whereby he proposed to tow a fully loaded 
vessel Friend’s Adventurer over the bar at South Shields a distance of thirteen miles. 
.The tow took two hours and ten minutes, with the wind against her all the way.  
 
Three years after this maiden voyage there were fourteen steam tugs on the River Tyne 
and other UK rivers adopted similar towage systems after this. 
 
In the 1920s the mouth of the River Tyne was totally exposed to the full force of North 
Easterly gales and ships had to contend with crossing the bar and strong cross currents 
whilst aiming for the narrow river entrance.  At the mercy of gales and tides a captain 
had little control over the destiny of his ship, and landing on the notorious Black Middens 
was quite a common occurrence.     
 
Ship-owners could see the benefits of getting sailing vessels in and out of the River Tyne 
in adverse conditions and so the tug business developed - generally from small single 
vessel operations related to a particular shipyard or colliery.   
 
Eg: 
1840  Robert Lawson -1 tug 1857  Thomas Allan Dry -2 tugs 
1840  John Batey -1 tug 1858  Earl of Durham -3 tugs 
1848  John & James Ridley -1 tug 1866  John Coulson -2 tugs 
1854  Joseph Crossthwaite  -1 tug 1867  Anthony Irving -1 tug 
1855  Robert Redhead -1 tug 1888  George Brown -1tug 
 
Some of these companies were operating for over 60 years 
 
In time these companies developed and/ or were taken over by rivals until 1920 when 
there were only three main operators on the river:- 
  France Fenwick Tyne & Wear Tug Co Ltd 
 Lawson – Batey Tugs Ltd 
 Ridley Steam Tug Co.Ltd 
 
So the tug system developed from humble beginnings until its peak in 1923 when there 
were 68 tugs operating on the river.  
 
From the 1930s onwards there was a lot of sales of tugs and scrapping of old vessels.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
All the early tugs were steam driven boats, and in the early 1880s double engine dis-
connection paddle tugs were used because they were exceptionally manoeuvrable when 
towing in narrow waters, being able to put one paddle wheel ahead and the other astern 
at the same time. Steam tugs later developed to use screw propellers.  
 
In the 1950s the transition from steam to diesel driven tugs was well under way; the 
advantages of fuel economy, greater power-to weight ratio, reduced machinery space 
and quick operational ability.  Steam tugs had to raise steam or remain under steam for 
long periods, which resulted in high fuel consumptions and therefore expensive to run. 
Diesel tugs used less fuel with reduced labour costs. 
 
During the 1950 /1960s there could be as many as 25 tugs moving on the river at one 
time.  These were essentially needed to move ships around at the various shipyards 
during the night, bringing ships out of drydock, moving others into drydock and 
repositioning ship on the quays  
 
By 1959, with the river traffic reducing, the three companies came together to create 
Tyne Tugs Ltd (24 Tugs) which later amalgamated with Wear Tugs Ltd (5 tugs) and in 
1986 formed Tyne & Wear Tugs Ltd, operating with 12 tugs.  Subsequently in 1995 Cory 
Towage Ltd took over the River Tyne tug trade.  Now we have only 3 tugs operating 
under Svitzer since 2007.  

  Contributed by  Arthur Hamilton 
 
Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 

Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk    
 

 Donations  
 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
September Newsletter:  
 

  John Lightfoot    Kelso Yuill 
Alec Renwick    Jim Zeelie 

  Jerry Dudman    JCF Swan 
  Cliff Quince    MK Parker 
  TD Hamilton 
 

 Events  
 

Sat 26th September The Table Top Sale was very successful bringing in much 
needed funds for our projects.  

 
Mon 5th – Tues 6th Oct Greenwich Museum Forum at Trinity House.  This was a 

gathering of people from heritage groups and other maritime 
interested parties from around the UK, meeting in 
Newcastle.   

 
 During the two 

days they visited 
various sites of 
interest, including 
Trinity House, the 
swing Bridge and 
the display of 
NEMT boats 
moored up at the 
NE1 Pontoon. 

 
 

mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk


 
 
 
Sun 8th Nov The favourite took part in the Remembrance Day River 

Parade at Newcastle and the Sovereign was moored at the 
NEI pontoon.  

 
 

 Members 
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)  

 
We have gained eight new ‘Members’, of which four are active volunteers, during the last 
quarter period:  
 
  Robert Youens John Pym   Andrew Waugh 
  Richard Howe  Brian Thompson Matthew Calvert 
  Mark Batey  David Pritchard 
 
 
Member Profile 
 

Chris has been a volunteer at the Trust for 2.5 years, and 
was first involved with the restoration of the ‘Tyne’ 
lifeboat, when there was a lot of scraping and painting.  
 
On leaving school Chris spent six months at one of the 
timber yards at Tyne Dock as a stockyard worker, 
bundling timber pallets and anything else that needed 
doing. 
 
Then he got a job as a ‘Boy’ on the Tyne Tug 
‘Applesider’ for nine months.  
 
Thereafter he joined the Royal Navy where he signed on 
for 14 years, starting as an Engine room Mechanic in 
Frigates working his way up to Chief Mechanician (CPO) 
on Minesweepers and the Destroyer HMS Glasgow built 
at Swan Hunters.   
 
On leaving the RN he spent the rest of his career (27 
years) in Engineering Site Management including 
Electroplating and moving on to be employed by NEI 
Thompsons Boilers ( later Rolls Royce Industrial Power) 
primarily working in Power Stations worldwide on the Water Treatment plants (Kennicot 
Water) 
 
Chris retired at 58 years and has been involved with the trust on all aspects of boat 
restoration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

  

OOnn  FFoooott::  bbyy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss..    TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  

llaannddiinngg..    PPaassss  tthhee  AAlluumm  HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  

sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  rreeaall  aallee!!!!    DDoonn’’tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  lloonngg))..  

TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  yyoouurr  

lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  

aanndd  wwee  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  
NNEEMMTT  

  

BByy  CCaarr::  FFrroomm  tthhee  MMaarrkkeett  PPllaaccee  //  CCuussttoommss  HHoouussee  ––  aatt  tthhee  BBTT  ((GGllaassss))  BBuuiillddiinngg  aarreeaa  ffoollllooww  tthhee  rriivveerr  

rrooaadd  ppaasssseedd  tthhee  FFeerrrryy  LLaannddiinngg  aanndd  ttaakkee  tthhee  rrooaadd  oovveerr  tthhee  SSttoonnee  AArrcchh  BBrriiddggee..    AAtt  tthhee  rroouunnddaabboouutt  

kkeeeepp  lleefftt  aanndd  ddoowwnn  tthhee  bbaannkk..    DDoo  aa  uu--ttuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  bboottttoomm  ooff  tthhee  bbaannkk..    TThhee  TTrruusstt  iiss  llooccaatteedd  

ppaasssseedd  tthhee  MMaarriinnee  SSuurrvviivvaall  CCeennttrree..    

  
  

  

                                                                                                                        
  

  NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

  FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

  22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

  TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                    

  NNeeww  WWeebb  aaddddrreessss  wwwwww..nneemmaarriittiimmeettrruusstt..ccoo..uukk  
  

  OOPPEENN  ––  00993300  ––  11553300  TTuueessddaayy,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy  
  

CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  
  

PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

  

JJeerrrryy  DDuuddmmaann  ––HHoonn..  SSeecc..  jjdduuddmmaann@@yymmaaiill..ccoomm  

  

PPaauull  GGrraayy  ––  TTrreeaassuurreerr....              pp77lluugg@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm  

  

DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr    ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett              MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

  
PPaauull  NNiicchhoollssoonn    ddeeppnniicchhoollssoonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

  
AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn  --  EEddiittoorr  aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn1155@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk        MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633 
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mailto:jdudman@ymail.com
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