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 ‘The Boatyard’ - June 2015 
  

IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee  

--  AAhhooyy  TThheerree  ––  PPiiccttuurreess  //  iitteemmss  ooff  iinntteerreesstt..  

--  SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprrooggrreessss  //  pprroojjeeccttss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr..    

--  DDeevveellooppmmeennttss  ––  cchhaannggeess  aatt  tthhee  TTrruusstt  

--  MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  rreellaatteedd  ssttoorriieess..     

--  EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  

--  MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  

--  WWaayyppooiinnttss  ––  llooccaall  iinntteerreesstt  

 

 Thank You for your continuing support 
 
Ahoy There 
 
Defaced Ensign  

 
The Maritime Trust have 
received the great honour of 
being allowed to fly a 
“Defaced Ensign” on four of 
the boats, by authority and 
warrant of the Secretary of 
State for Defence.. 
 
The ‘defacement’ is the 
addition of the emblem of the 
National Historic Ships 
Register at Greenwich  
 
The four boats are Seine 
Netters: Rachel Douglas, Sovereign and Favourite moored in St Peters basin, Newcastle 
and lifeboat Henry Frederick Swan in the trusts workshop, South Shields. 
 

 

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/


 

 
 
Library Display 

 
Margaret Hamilton managed to arrange a space 
for display in the South Shields Main Library as a 
way of reaching a wider audience and hopefully 
attracting new volunteers. 
 
The display has already had two weeks at the end 
of April and is now re-presented on display for the 
whole of June.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Soundings 
 

Henry Frederick Swan  
 
We are now at the stages where we are re-
assembling and doing final adjustment to  
Various parts of the vessel. 
 
Support brackets for the decking are now being 
fitted after final adjustment / fitting of deck 
framework.  
 
Similarly attention is being given to repairing 
and dressing damaged deck boards 
 
The engine compartment has now had all nail 
and screw holes filled and the whole space has 
been painted ready for fitting of the copper 
cladding - an onerous job still to come.   
The copper cladding is the heat seal 
arrangement on the internal of the engine 
compartment, which protects the woodwork and 
makes it easier for cleaning and detecting oil 
leaks. 
 
 

Above right – Alex Thurkettle repairing 
deck boards 

 
 
 

Left – Brian Fenwick making final 
adjustment to the deck framework, 
before screwing it all together.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Right - New metal bracket made and fitted to 
water freeing boxes.   
 
 
These boxes (Port & Stbd) allow water, washed 
onto the deck during operations, to flow back to 
the sea through non-return valves fitted on the 
top.  
 
 
 
 
The Final Stages of Caulking 

 
In previous issues there were photos of the 
Caulking cotton material being hammered home 
and here is the final dressing to achieve a 
smooth hull, ready for painting. 
 
Not an envious job but very necessary and as 
you can see involves a number of people. 
 

Right - Paul Nicholson making a final check on 
the caulking depth.  
 

 

Left – Dave Parker masking off the 
grooves ready for filling with mastic 
(below) 
 

 

 

Above – Shakeel Azim paring-off the 
excess mastic 
 
Left – Charlie Lowdon doing the final 
sanding 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
HFS - Side Fenders 

 
In preparation for fitting of fenders all along the side 
of the boat Tim West has been marking-off the 
positions and has produced a mock-up template to  
help establish the final shape. 
 
The actual making and fitting of fenders will 
hopefully be later this year and will be one of the 
final jobs before full painting of the boat in it’s RNLI 
colours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foy Boat – Joan  
 
A stack of larch planking has been procured for work on the Foy Boat. 
 
Hope fully there will be some left at the end of the job.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few more planks have 
now been fitted to the 
boat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Wren 
 
 
The Wren is looking good after 
another yearly touch-up at the 
Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Rosie 
 

 
This is the fully painted boat that has now been launched and water tested by Phil Smith.  
 
She looks really good too.  
 
This has been a project that was established to provide work experience for people with 
learning disabilities.  The project involved cleaning-up the boat and painting it.  They 
decided on the colour scheme and the name.   
 
 
Stuart Turner Engine. 

 
Some time ago the trust was donated this little 
engine, which until now has been sitting in the 
Workshop, but it has now been cleaned-up and 
painted for display in our museum.  (See: 
Waypoints – below) 
 
Model - P6 D 
5 hp at 1650 RPM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Developments 

 

The Trust has instituted a Boat Building Course on how to build and restore traditional 
wooden boats.  Sessions are held Monday and Thursday evenings from 1800 to 2100 
hours and are open to all – no experience necessary. 
To book a place contact Philip Smith 0191 5361851 or philsmith@nemaritimetrust.co.uk 
 
 
 

Maritime Tales 

 

Memories of fishing boat Rachel Douglas 

 
About 1958 I started holidaying at Coldingham in Berwickshire, where I stayed at a 
public house, which was nice, but the owner suffered a heart attack and I moved to the 
Manse at the nearby small fishing port of St Abbs.  The Manse was owned by Mr and 
Mrs Wilson, and Mr Wilson was a fisherman who owned the ‘Rachel Douglas’ and kept 
her in St Abbs harbour. 
 
The family had two sons and a daughter who I came to know very well over a period of 
years but there was a time that I recall vividly when the boys played on the boat without 
permission and the younger boy managed to cut off two of his fingers when he caught 
them in the anchor gear.  He was rushed to hospital but the damage was more extensive 
than first thought; surgeons had to amputate his hand that same night.  Even that was 
insufficient because a serious infection set in and the next day they removed part of his 
lower arm. 
 
The following year when I was again on holiday at the Manse I saw the younger boy 
riding a bike down the very steep slope from the main road to the harbour.  To my horror, 
he shouted, “Look Mrs Perry, no hands.” He was riding down the hill with his arms in the 
air. 
 
Rachel Douglas was always a lovely sight, so graceful and Mr Wilson kept her in 
beautiful condition.  The boat was kept at St Abbs when I was staying there a few years 
later my husband brought three teenagers, a girl and two boys, to stay at the Manse for a 
couple of days.  Mr Wilson took the two boys out for a mornings fishing aboard the 
Rachel Douglas, which they enjoyed.  Everyone in the community seemed to be inter-
related and the harbour master asked my husband to bring his sister-in-law to stay with 
them for three months and this went on for several years.  Mr Wilson’s mother lived in a 
cottage at the entrance to St Abbs. 
 
Follow-up 
On 25 November 2014 the harbour master at St Abbs said that the Rachel Douglas was 
well remembered.  He said that Mr Wilson’s two sons were called Johnny and Jimmy.  
Johnny is the younger and it was he who lost his hand in the accident.  Furthermore, 
Johnny has his own fishing boat, ‘Hariett J’ and as we spoke Johnny was at sea fishing 
out of St Abbs. 

 Contributed by  Mrs Margaret Perry of Gosforth 
 
Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 

Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk    
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 Donations  
 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
March Newsletter:  
 

  Sir James Knott Trust   Catherine Cookson Charitable Trust 
  Community Foundation  John Lightfoot   

Alec Renwick    Jim Zeelie 
  Jerry Dudman 
 

 Events  
Planned and Pending 

 
Wed 15th April History Talk (Whaling in the 19th Century) by Tony Barrow
 was very successful and well received by all attending.  
 
27th May – 2nd June Anstruther Harbour Festival. - The Sovereign and Rachel 

Douglas are sailing up to Anstruther via Eyemouth with the 
Fifie ‘Good Hope’ (See: Waypoints – below) 

 
Tues 16th June  A talk by local historian John Grundy – “Tyne- Queen of aal 

the Rivers”. 1930 at the Trust workshop. Tickets £5 available 
from Arthur Hamilton 07914047263 or NEMT 0191 4478814. 

 
Sat 27th June Cullercoats Harbour Day – Five boats from the Trust will 

attend. 
 
Sat 27th – Mon 30th June “Hadaway Harry” a play by Ed Waugh at the Trust 

Workshop.  Tickets available from South Shields Visitor 
Centre (Haven Point swimming pool) or the Trust. 

 (See: Waypoints – below) 
 
Sat 4th – Sun 5th July Ouseburn Festival – NEMT have been invited to display 

‘Royal Diadem’ and ‘Spring Tide’ at the Cluny for the two 
day festival. 

 
Sat 18th - Sun 19th July Blyth Town Fair and Tynemouth Harbour Day – ‘Seine 

Netters’ and ‘Royal Diadem’ are invited courtesy of the 
Royal Northumberland Yacht Club.  Boats will stop overnight 
in Blyth before sailing to Tynemouth. 

 
Sat 15th August Back by popular demand the Boatyard Bistro at the Trust 

workshop. 2000 hours – Tickets £8  
 
Tues 25th – Fri 28th Aug Whitby Folk Festival.  
 
Sat 29 - Mon 31st Aug Newcastle Old Boats gathering at Newcastle NE1 Marina – 

bigger and better than last year. 
 
Sun 6th September Great Tyne Row 
 
Thurs 10th – Sun 13th Sept. Heritage Open Days – Trust Workshop open to all visitors 

(0930 – 1600 hours) 
 
Sat 26th September Table Top Sale at the Trust workshop. (0930 - 1600 hours) 
 
Mon 5th – Tues 6th Oct Greenwich Museum Forum at Trinity House 
 
Sun 8th Nov Remembrance Day River Parade 



 
 
 
 

 Members 
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)  

 
We have gained five new ‘Members’, of which two are active volunteers, during the last 
quarter period:  
 
  Kenneth Thompson Kim Thompson Kenneth Black 
  Mick Downworth Andrew Graham 

  

  

MMeemmbbeerr  PPrrooffiilleess  
  

  

AAllaann  SSmmiitthh  

  

AAllaann  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  TTrruusstt  

hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  hheerree  ssiinnccee  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  iinn  22000055..  

  

AAllaann  ffoouunndd  oouutt  aabboouutt  tthhee  TTrruusstt  ffrroomm  aa  ‘‘CCaallll  ffoorr  

VVoolluunntteeeerrss’’  bbrrooaaddccaasstt  oonn  NNeewwccaassttllee  RRaaddiioo..  

  

SSttaarrttiinngg  hhiiss  wwoorrkkiinngg  lliiffee  aass  aann  aapppprreennttiiccee  WWoooodd  

CCuuttttiinngg  MMaacchhiinniisstt  aatt  RReeddhheeaaddss  SShhiippyyaarrdd  iinn  11995511,,  

AAllaann  wwaass  ccaalllleedd  uupp  ffoorr  NNaattiioonnaall    SSeerrvviiccee  iinn  tthhee  RRAAFF  

‘‘QQuueeeennss  CCoolloouurr  SSqquuaaddrroonn’’  iinn  11995566..      

HHee  tthheenn  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  RReeddhheeaaddss  ffoorr  aannootthheerr  1177  yyeeaarrss  

bbeeffoorree  mmoovviinngg  oonnttoo  SSwwaannss  aatt  WWaallllsseenndd..    AAtt  SSwwaannss  

hhee  wwoorrkkeedd  2200  yyeeaarrss  aass  CChhaarrggee  HHaanndd  aanndd  tthheenn  

FFoorreemmaann  uunnttiill;;  tthhee  yyaarrdd  cclloosseedd  iinn  11999944..          

  

NNoott  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  rreettiirree  AAllaann  ssppeenntt  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  hhiiss  wwoorrkkiinngg  lliiffee  aass  tthhee  ““OOllddeesstt  PPaappeerr  BBooyy  iinn  

TToowwnn””  ((SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss))      

    
  

  

CChhaarrlliiee  LLoowwddoonn  

  

CChhaarrlliiee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aatt  tthhee  TTrruusstt  ffoorr  sseevveenn  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  

eennjjooyyss  jjuusstt  ggeettttiinngg  ssttuucckk--iinn  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  ddiirrttyy  

mmuunnddaannee  jjoobbss,,  ssuucchh  aass  ssccrraappiinngg  ppaaiinntt,,  ssaannddiinngg,,  

ccaauullkkiinngg,,  eettcc,,  tthhaatt  ootthheerrss  ddoonn’’tt  lliikkee  ttoo  ddoo..  

  

CChhaarrlliiee  sseerrvveedd  hhiiss  ttiimmee  aatt  MMiiddddllee  DDoocckkss,,  SSoouutthh  

SShhiieellddss  aass  aa  TTiinnssmmiitthh..    TThheerreeaafftteerr  hhee  ttooookk  oonn  aa  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  jjoobbss  iinn  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ttrraaddee  bbeeffoorree  hhee  

bbeeccaammee  aa  bbrreewweerriieess  ddrraayymmaann  ffoorr  BBaassss,,  ddrriivviinngg  

aarrttiiccuullaatteedd  vveehhiicclleess..    TThhiiss  ttooookk  uupp  tthhee  llaasstt  3322  

yyeeaarrss  ooff  hhiiss  wwoorrkkiinngg  lliiffee,,  aanndd  II  aamm  ssuurree  hhee  hhaass  

pplleennttyy  ooff  ttaalleess  ttoo  tteellll..    

  

  

NNoottee::  TThhee  oorraannggee  bbooiilleerr  ssuuiitt  wwiitthh  HHii--VViiss  ffllaasshheess  iiss  

nnoott  aa  uunniiffoorrmm  aanndd  iiss  nnoott  oobblliiggaattoorryy  iiff  yyoouu  wwoorrkk  aatt  

tthhee  TTrruussttyy..    

  



  

  

  

  

WWaayyppooiinnttss  
 
Anstruther Harbour Festival 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Seine Netters ‘Sovereign’ and ‘Rachel Douglas’ sailed from Newcastle with the 
assistance of crew from the Berwickshire Maritime Trust.  The boats stayed overnight at 
Eyemouth before continuing on to Anstruther accompanied by the ‘Good hope’. 
The Anstruther Festival was in full swing on Friday 29th May and the Scottish Fisheries 
Museum was open free of charge for the event and other traditional vessels including 
‘Reaper’, ‘Rose Leaf’ and ‘Maread’ were in the harbour.   
Unfortunately a dire weather forecast meant the Trusts boats had to leave at 1600 hours 
Saturday 30th to avoid the heavy seas expected on Sunday.  Even the ‘Reaper’ left as 
she had to be elsewhere for filming commitments so the event lacked a full complement 
on the Sunday.  ‘Sovereign’ ‘Rachel Douglas’ and ‘Good Hope’  arrived in Eyemouth 
about 0930 hours and are remaining there until visiting further events. 
 
Berwickshire Maritime Trust’s ‘Good Hope’ is a Fifie Yawl built in 1926 and fitted for lug 
sail and motor and is based in Eyemouth. 
 
“Hadaway Harry” 

 
In June 1845, Harry Clasper led a team of rowers that 
beat the London rowers on the Thames, bringing the 
“Championship of the World” to the North east for the first 
time.  It caused a sensation. 
 
The play “Hadaway Harry” written by Ed Waugh has its 
premier at the North East Maritime Trust, a fitting venue 
for such an event.  
 
Performance times are as follows: 
Mon, June 29th – 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tues, June 30th – 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
Wed, July 1st – 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
 
Tickets are £10 each and are available from the Trust 
Tel: 0191 4478814 or the Visitor Information Centre, 
South Shields 0191 4247788 (ie: Haven Point Swimming 
Pool) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
NEMT Museum 

 
These past few weeks Susan Azim and I have been redecorating the Trusts reception 
area, filling holes, cracks, painting walls and ceilings, removing the odd dead creature, 
as well as cleaning windows and carpets.   
All this effort is to create a museum so that we can show off some of the old tools, 
artefacts and maritime memorabilia the trust has accumulated over the years, and 
believe it or not we have unearthed some very interesting items, but more of these at a 
another time.  
At present Susan and I are accessioning as many items as possible, so we have a 
record and location for everything on display.  The next step is to see if what we have 
achieved will be considered suitable to gain accreditation as a small museum, but we 
know this a long process.  In July we are scheduled to have a visit from Tyne & wear 
Museums, to see if there is any way they can assist us in achieving museum status.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Margaret Susan 
 
 
 

 Margaret Susan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Contributed by Margaret Hamilton 
 
 
 



 
 
Can you help? 
 

Although the trust has gained new members this period we would still welcome new 

active members of any discipline including; paperwork, admin, marketing, etc. 

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch – 

write to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.  

Anybody who had a particular interest in boat modelling would be warmly 
welcomed 
  

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

  

BByy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss,,  TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  llaannddiinngg..  

PPaassss  tthhee  AAlluumm  HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseelleeccttiioonn  

ooff  rreeaall  aallee!!!!  DDoonn’’tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  lloonngg))..  

  TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  

yyoouurr  lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  

aanndd  wwee  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  
NNEEMMTT  
  

                                                                                                                        
   

  NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

  FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

  22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

  TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                    

  NNeeww  WWeebb  aaddddrreessss  wwwwww..nneemmaarriittiimmeettrruusstt..ccoo..uukk  
  

  OOPPEENN  ––  00993300  ––  11553300  TTuueessddaayy,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy  
  

CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  
  
PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

  

JJeerrrryy  DDuuddmmaann  ––HHoonn..  SSeecc..  jjdduuddmmaann@@yymmaaiill..ccoomm  

  

PPaauull  GGrraayy  ––  TTrreeaassuurreerr....              pp77lluugg@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm  

  

DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr    ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett              MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

  
PPaauull  NNiicchhoollssoonn    ddeeppnniicchhoollssoonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

  
AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn  --  EEddiittoorr  aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn1155@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk        MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633 

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/
mailto:peter-weightman@talktalk.net
mailto:jdudman@ymail.com
mailto:p7lug@btinternet.com
mailto:dave.a.parker@talktalk.net
mailto:depnicholson@gmail.com
mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk

