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SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprrooggrreessss  //  pprroojjeeccttss  

ssiinnccee  tthhee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr..    

MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  rreellaatteedd  ssttoorriieess..     

EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  

ffuuttuurree  
MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  

WWaayyppooiinnttss  ––  llooccaall  iinntteerreesstt  

 
 
 
  

 A Misty Day in Blyth 

Important Notices 
 

Membership fees are due in October 
In anticipation of your continuing support – Thank You ! 

 
 

Don’t Miss the Boatyard Bistro 13th Sept (See: Events) 
 

 
 

Newcastle Old Boats – more inside 
Photo supplied by David Linkie – “Fishing News” 
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Soundings 
Henry Frederick Swan  
 
Work has been slow this quarter due to time being taken up with events up and down the 
country. (See: Events and Waypoints) 
 
However we now have the aft whaleback in position although it is proving to be a 
problem fit, due to distortion of both the whaleback and boat. .  This is requiring some 
pulling and bracing in order to get the two sections to align.    
 

 
Tim West checking the alignment of 
the aft whaleback 
 

 
 

 
 
Meanwhile caulking is continuing at the 
ford’ end 

 
New member Steven Robertson 
caulking 
   
 

The Henry Frederick Swan has some unique metal fittings such as the Drop Keel Lifter 
featured in the last newsletter, and here is another. 
This is one of two housings which surround the filling and sounding pipes for the fuel 
tanks. As you can see they were in a desperate state. These have to be completely re-
manufactured from steel plate apart from the brass hinged door, which fortunately 
survived.      

 
    Before      Work-in-progress 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Arthur Hamilton making new brass dogs 
for the door fastenings     The Apprentice  
 Kim Thompson who is helping out at 

the yard between years at South 
Shields College where he is studying 
as a Marine Engineering Cadet 

 

 Development Group 

A definite priority for this year is to undertake overdue roof repairs.  The current roof, 
possibly over 100 years old, leaks like a sieve especially on the heavy rainy days we 
have been getting recently.   
Recent estimates have put the costs at about £14500 and funding is currently being 
actively sought.  
If anyone would like to make a donation to the roof restoration please contact the editor. 
Arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk or 079124047263  
Numerous meetings have been set up with members of the STMBC to help develop our 
overall development plans. 

   

Maritime Tales 

 
A Greek wedding “William Cory” Style 
 
As we sailed past the small port of Itea in Greece on our way to the loading berth, we 
could see that most of the town folk were on the quayside, including the Mayor and the 
local priest in his black robes and tall hat.  The flags were flying and a small brass band 
played.  It looked as if the rumours around the ship were true, our Handyman was going 
to be married !! 
I had joined the 4000 ton collier on the Thames as my first trip as 2nd Engineer, she 
proved to be one of the happiest ships that I sailed on.  We loaded coal in Rotterdam for 
Savona in Italy and then to Itea where we loaded Aluminium Bauxite for the return trip to 
London, a nice round trip of 6 weeks. 
Most of the crew were Geordies but the Handyman [colliers didn’t merit a carpenter 
(“chippy”)] was from Grimsby and for the last 12 months had been courting (heavily 
chaperoned) a girl from the village.  She couldn’t speak any English nor him any Greek 
and he thought that he was to be married this time in port. 
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Itea was apparently a nice quiet little village having an open air museum, a few tavernas 
and a tiny harbour, only problem was that no road existed between the town and the 
loading berth.  Only way to get ashore was by a small boat which stopped running about 
11pm. 
Once alongside the agent confirmed that the wedding was to take place the following 
day and that all the crew were invited.  The following day with the exception of the 
Captain and a few crew members required for loading the rest of the crew took the 
midday boat ashore.    
The wedding ceremony was unusual as the church door were left open and most of the 
villagers wandered in just to see the goings on, there was a lot of chanting and instead of 
a ‘Ring’ garlands and flowers were exchanged.  Afterwards we all moved on to the brides 
house  where the party soon took off, plenty of wine, food and Greek dancing, which we 
all had to join in.  The sight of the crew dancing and waving their hankies about was a 
sight to behold.  
Of course by the time we left the party the last boat had gone, I made for the quayside 
with one of the AB’s and we decided to sleep on a bench until the first boat arrived, 
about 6am.  Although it had been hot during the day, the night became very cold.  In the 
early hours a local policeman making his rounds invited us back to the police station 
where after some coffee to warm us up we slept in the cells until the boat came in.  
On our return to the ship we were greeted by the Captain in an agitated state wanting to 
know where the rest of the crew were.  We learnt later that the rest of the crew led by the 
Chief Engineer and the Mate had found what they thought to be a deserted sailing 
barque in the harbour and had slept on board.  Unknown to them the owner and his wife 
were sleeping in the aft cabin, hearing all the noise, the owners wife thought that they 
were being boarded by thieves and sent her husband ashore via a stern window to fetch 
the police.  All this happening while we were making our way back on the boat.  They 
were all duly arrested and fined for causing damage to the sailing barque, our Captain 
having to pay up before they were released.  So ended the first leg of my first tri[p as 
second, I had many voyages on the MV Corsa, but none quite as interesting as this one.    
 

      Contributed by Keith Taylor 
 
Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 

Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk    
 

 

 

 Donations  

 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
June Newsletter:  

   
 John Lightfoot  Jim Zeelie    
 Alec Renwick AE Readman 
 F Hoult G Stridiron 
 Tim West  
 Paul Nicholson (subsidised the buying of smocks for Trust Members)   
 Jarrow History Group 
 Public Donations box £250 
 Old Boat Gathering at Newcastle £135.05 
 Easy Fundraising £15.48 
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     Events  
 
21st July  The three fishing boats had a day out at Blyth (cover photo) and 
  North Shields Fish Quay. 
 

19th August - The Mayor's Reception at South Shield Town Hall 
 
The members of the Trust who worked on the restoration of the Tyne lifeboat were invited to 
the Mayor's parlour for a reception in acknowledgement of the good work the Trust did on 
the Tyne life-boat.  If you want to see how good a job was done go along to the bottom of 
Ocean Road, South Shields, opposite the new swimming pool and see for yourself. 
Approximately thirty six members attended, all of them well turned out, in fact a certain Mr. 
Charles Lowden was almost unrecognisable because I'm so used to seeing him in an 
orange boiler suit! Charles could have graced any fashion show, and he was not alone as 
everyone had made an effort: even Arthur managed to put on a suit, a rare occasion I can 
tell you! 
We were greeted by the Mayor and Mayoress who welcomed everyone in person and gave 
a speech thanking the Trust for not only our efforts at restoring the Tyne, but for keeping our 
traditional maritime skills alive. In return, trust member Steve Landells presented the Mayor 
with a copy of his book on the Tyne lifeboat, which the Mayor seemed genuinely pleased to 
receive. 
We were treated to a buffet and an open bar, as well as a conducted tour around our 
beautiful Town Hall by the Mayor, Fay Cunningham. The evening proved to be a wonderful 
success and I believe all our members enjoyed themselves. It also gave the Trust an 
opportunity to cement links with the council whose help we will need if we are to develop 

further.     Contributed by Margaret Hamilton 

 

22 – 24th August - The ‘Old Boat’ Gathering at Newcastle Quayside 

 
This was very a successful thanks with sixteen boats attending.  We did hope for more but 
weather and other incidents reduced the numbers.  However ‘The Reaper’ and ‘Farimir’ did 
make it.  Entertainment was provided by ‘Beeswing’ who sang sea shanties and traditional 
songs on both the Saturday and Sunday.   
Additionally on Saturday we held three skiff races with competitors from rowing clubs; 
‘Grace’ from Gosforth, ‘Crofton from Blyth and ‘Byker Bell’ from Byker.  ‘Gosforth won all 
three races. We all got soaked on the Saturday due to the horrendous rain storms but all 
seemed to enjoy the proceedings.   
Thanks go to Heineken Brewery and Greggs 

Bakery for supplying much needed refreshments 
   

 

Boats on the move up the River Tyne 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 

 

          Brown Ale and Sandwiches, Pasties, etc 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
10th September  A visit to North Shields Fish Quay.  Please be there for 7.20am 
 
10 – 13th September Once again we are taking part in the Heritage Open Days when 

we will be welcoming the public to our unique facitility. 
    At the same time there will be articles for sale at a “Table Top 

Sale” and of course our extensive book library. If anybody has any 
unwanted items or gifts contributions for the sale would be greatly 
appreciated 

 

13th September  The renowned and much acclaimed Boatyard Bistro (food, 

raffle and table top sale).  Singer Dean Palmer is back by popular 
demand.  Tickets (£8 each) are still available - please contact me 
by mobile 07914047263 or email arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk 
and I will arrange 

    

 ’Members’ 
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)  

 
We have seven new ‘Members’, of which two are active volunteers, during the last 
quarter period:  
 
Steven Robertson  John Marshall  Chris Walker 
T Graham-Russell  Des O’Meara  Robert Hamilton 
D Sells 
 

  WWaayyppooiinnttss  
  

FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  HHeerrrriinngg  

  
TThhee  ttrraavveellss  ooff  tthhee  kknniitttteedd  bbooaatt  ““SSaallmmaass  DDrreeaamm””  aarree  aallll  oovveerr    --  sshhee  iiss  rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  hheerr  

hhoommee  ppoorrtt..    TThhee  llaasstt  vveennuuee  wwaass  iinn  HHaassttiinnggss  wwhheerree  sshhee  wwaass  hhoouusseedd  iinn  aa  mmaarrqquuee  aanndd  

aappppaarreennttllyy  ssuuffffeerreedd  hhoorrrreennddoouuss  rraaiinn  ssttoorrmmss,,  wwhhiicchh  ffllooooddeedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn..    TThhee  

ffiisshh  iinn  tthhee  nneettttiinngg  ggoott  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  ssooaakkeedd  hhaavviinngg  ttoo  bbee  rruunngg  oouutt..    

  

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
MMaannyy  tthhaannkkss  ggoo  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  iinnvvoollvveedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd  sseettttiinngg--uupp  aanndd  

ddiissmmaannttlliinngg  aatt  eeaacchh  vveennuuee..    TThhiiss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  bbuussyy  yyeeaarr  !!!!!!      
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Can you help? 
 

Although the trust has gained new members this period we would still welcome new 

active members of any discipline including; paperwork, admin, marketing, etc. 

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch – 

write to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.  
  

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

  

BByy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss,,  TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  llaannddiinngg..  

PPaassss  tthhee  AAlluumm  HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseelleeccttiioonn  

ooff  rreeaall  aallee!!!!  DDoonn’’tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  lloonngg))..  

  TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  

yyoouurr  lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  

aanndd  wwee  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  
NNEEMMTT  

  

                                                                                                                        
   

                                                                                                        NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

                      FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

                              22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

                                  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

                      TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                    

                                                                                                                                                    wwwwww..nneemmtt..ccoo..uukk  

  

      OOPPEENN  ––  00993300  ––  11553300  TTuueessddaayy,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy  
  

CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  
  

PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

  

AAlleecc  RReennwwiicckk  --  HHoonn  SSeecc..              aalleecc__rreennwwiicckk@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk  

  

DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr  ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett            TTeell..        00119911  55229955338811  

      MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

  
TTiimm  WWeesstt  --TTrreeaassuurreerr    ttiimmwweesstt..wweesstt661122@@ggoooogglleemmaaiill..ccoomm            MMoobb..  0077996699990088112233  

  
AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn  --  EEddiittoorr  aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn1155@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk        MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633  
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