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SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  

pprrooggrreessss  //  pprroojjeeccttss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  llaasstt  

nneewwsslleetttteerr..    

MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  

rreellaatteedd  ssttoorriieess..     
EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  

aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  

MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  

WWaayyppooiinnttss  ––  llooccaall  iinntteerreesstt  

 
 
Thank you for your 
continuing support 

    Al fresco Lunch 

Soundings 
Henry Frederick Swan  
 
There has been a lot of progress this quarter and things are beginning to come together. 
 
More new deck framing pieces for 
supporting the deck boards have been  
manufactured.  This has been followed-up 
by restoring some deck boards. 
We have also started to refit some of the 
decking.  
 
Arthur Hamilton has fabricated a new Drop 
Keel Lifter.  The boat is designed with a 
steel keel which can be lowered out of the 
bottom of the hull when the vessel is under 
sail.  When running on engines the keel is 
drawn up into the hull using the drop keel 
lifter. (see below) 
 
And a great find.  The original non-return 
deck drain valves were located on Ebay.  
Tim West was quick off the mark and 
made sure they did not go anywhere other 
than where they belong.  This saves us a 
lot of trouble as we were going to have to 
get new ones cast at quite an expense. 
However thank you John Lightfoot for 
giving a donation towards the cost of these essential parts of the Henry Frederick Swan.   

 

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 Deck board before restoration 
 
 
 
 

Paul Gray and Chris Taggart nailing 

new pieces in place 

 
 

 
 

Chris caulking the finished deck 

board 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Deck boards fitted in the aft end 

 



 

 
 

   
      

 
 

Drop Keel Lifter – before, 

during (work-in progress) and 

 

the completed assembly. 
 
 

 
 
This incorporates a pulley and 
roller to guide the heaving wire, 
which is used to pull the keel 
out of the water.  Also a locking 
device for when the keel is fully 
stowed in position. 
 
 
The Deck Drain Valves allow 

any water shipped during 
operations to be drained back to 
the sea  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After cleaning the maker’s stamp of 
J Stone is visible, they were a 
foundry in Deptford, London, near 
where the HFS builder S Saunders 
had his boat building site. 
 
Each part of each valve is stamped 
with the Pattern No. PN3 on the 
main casing and on the lower flap is 
a stamp MCV156 followed by a 
number, which is illegible.  This 
lettering is also stamped on the half-
moon ring. 
Each valve assembly weighs 90 Oz 

 
  
 



 

 
 
 
Royal Diadem II & Wren 

The Trust’s boat Royal Diadem II is out of the water at the moment for a touch-up.  
However we are also taking the opportunity to renew the stern tail shaft arrangement, 
which has become a problem due to the deteriorating wood at the shaft support.      

 

 

 

Charlie Lowdon touching-up the 

paintwork 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Wren’ was also in the yard for its annual refurbishment - mainly paintwork this time.  

 

 Development Group 

The Development Group have visited a few organisations that operate similarly to the 
Trust to garner their experience, development, etc.  This helps to identify different 
possible approaches and focus on where we want to be in the future.  Also we are doing 
a lot of “out-of-the-box” thinking through Graham Bell of the North East Civic trust.   
Meanwhile the Business / Development plan is being updated.  
 
However a definite priority for this year is to undertake overdue roof repairs.  The current 
roof, possibly over 100 years old, leaks like a sieve especially on the heavy rainy days 
we have been getting recently.   
Initial estimates have put the costs at £22,700 – does anybody know the whereabouts of 
the ‘Secret Millionaire’? 

  
 

Maritime Tales 

A Tyne Pilot’s Story 
 
I became a pilot 8th May 1976, a career which began by starting a four-year 
apprenticeship in 1963. At that time there were 96 pilots and the river was very busy – a 
shipyard such as Smiths Docks, North Shields, with its six drydocks and extensive quay 
frontage, would not unusually be repairing a dozen ships at once. 
Ships would be docked and undocked at high tide – usually during the night to minimise 
the disruption to the yard; and this involved pilots, foyboatmen, riggers and a fleet of 
tugs.  Prior to a ship movement, the pilot would routinely get a lift on one of the assigned 
tugs, when the Tug Master and pilot agree the operation. 
Unlike today, there was no VHF radio communications, and once onboard, the pilots 
relayed orders to tugs by means of a ‘pea whistle’ with a code to indicate forward or aft 
tug and the manoeuvre required. 
 
A pilot apprentice began as a deckhand on the pilot cutters, and eventually became 
skipper.  There were three cutters, ‘Guide’, ‘Caer Urfa’, and ‘Tertia’; one of which worked 
the inward station, one for outward ships and one on stand-by. 
In addition, apprentices undertook weekly training trips with pilots, and attended South 
Shields and Liverpool Marine Colleges for navigation and seamanship. 
 



 

 
 
 
Tyne pilots were almost unique in that the job was handed down from father to son, and 
no outsiders were allowed into the service until later years when fewer sons wished to 
follow their father’s footsteps.  
 
As an apprentice, you were always someone’s ‘lad.’  If a pilot didn’t get along with your 
father, then they would often regard you with similar disdain.  Only when you eventually 
returned as a pilot did you get your own identity. 
 
In 1967, there were some 1600 registered ships and a dearth of junior navigating 
officers, and at the age of twenty, I applied for a position as third officer with Silver Line, 
of London. Having been invited for an interview, I was told to bring all my gear, 
suggesting that the interview was not going to be too onerous!  Sure enough , I was to fly 
to Cristobal to join ‘Tower Bridge’, a 37000 ton bulk carrier for what was to be a nine-
month trip around the Pacific Ocean.  The Master, at the age of 37 was considered 
young to be a Captain.  I was introduced as the new 3rd Mate, and the Captain said that 
he would sign me on.  I produced my brand new discharge book with ‘nowt but a 
photograph’ inside.  The Captain slightly concerned said, “How long have you been at 
sea?”  I replied “oh, this is my first trip.”  You can imagine what the Master was thinking; 
probably not printable!  After transiting the Panama Canal, the ship proceeded to Chile to 
load iron ore for Japan, where the Captain was relieved and a new Captain came 
onboard.  On the first night at sea, the new Captain asked “how long I had been at sea?”  
I replied “six weeks”.  “No, no” said the Captain, “I meant how long have you been at sea 
altogether?”  I replied “six weeks, it’s my first ship.”  The Captain was less than 
enthusiastic at having an uncertified officer on the bridge, but his doubts were soon 
allayed.   
 
That trip was followed by a further eight years in Chemical Tankers to acquire the 
necessary qualifications, which at that time was a minimum of either a Foreign-going 
Mate or Home Trade Master’s Certificate prior to being a licensed pilot.   
 
I started as junior (3rd Class) pilot in 1976, by which time the number of pilots had 
reduced to 52;  however despite the reduction in trade, the service was over manned 
and many pilots continued working up to the age of 70, such was the poor level of 
pension. 
 
Third Class Pilots were known as “Acting Orders”, and I was licensed to pilot ships up to 
800 tons net.  My first job was a Shell-Mex coastal tanker ‘Hamble’ from Middle Dock  
West Quay to sea.  After one year and further examination, I became 2nd Class (ships up 
to 1600 tons); and finally 1st Class for unlimited tonnage on 6th June 1979.  ie: a total of 
sixteen years to become fully qualified and experienced.  
 
My largest ship on the Tyne was the North Sea shuttle tanker ‘Northia’, swinging at 
Jarrow and sailing.  Occasionally, unusual vessels such as oil rigs required pilots to 
board and land by helicopter, and one such visitor to the Tyne was the semi-submersible 
catamaran rig ‘Uncle John’ which regularly drydocked in two parallel docks at Smiths, 
North Shields.  I recall being flown off the vessel in the Metro Radio helicopter piloted by 
Captain Marky Mark, the “Eye in the Sky” 
 
Very occasionally, adverse weather can prevent a pilot landing from a ship to the pilot 
cutter, resulting in an unscheduled trip possibly to a foreign port.  I was “carried away” on 
three occasions; to Amsterdam, Flushing and Bremerhaven; all on Nissan car carriers. 
However pilots have been landed in Scandinavia, or when passing Dover or Brixham, if 
going further afield. 
 
Accidents when boarding and landing are fortunately very rare, and pilots are 
accustomed to judging the rise and fall of the cutter in a seaway.  One such accident 
however occurred in the early 60’s, when pilot John Stephenson had both legs crushed 
when boarding the Fred Olsen mail boat ‘Braemar’ 



 

 
 
 
There was always banter between the river men, and ‘one should never let facts get in 
the way of a good story!’  Before the days of radio, an old tug was lying off the fish quay 
hoping to get a job with an inward ship.  When the ship came close, the tug skipper 
shouted up to the pilot, “Do you want a tug” and the pilot replied “Aye, if you see one let 
me know!” 
 
There could also be moments of some anxiety too.  I was on a Trinity House lightship 
sailing from Wallsend with two tugs.  Whilst swinging in a strong ebb tide, the stern tug 
encountered a problem, and with the tug ‘Northsider’ forward, the lightship set off boldly 
towards the Blacksmith’s Quay.  Lightships don’t have engines, so the ‘Northsider’ had to 
tow with maximum power until there were, “nuts and bolts coming out of the funnel”  It 
was certainly the fastest that the lightship ever went in its life as it heeled over and 
swung clear of the quay, but ‘by not a lot’  
 
The question was asked “was it the ‘SUNK’ lightship?” and the answer back was, “it 
nearly bloody was.”  The tug skipper called the pilot to ask if he was alright, and the reply 
was “Nothing that a change of underwear won’t  cure!” 
 

      Contributed by John Marshal (Tyne Pilot)  
‘Tyne’ Lifeboat 

 When I did twenty hours scraping and burning paint off the ‘Tyne’ I was working under 
the scrutiny of master craftsman Alan Smith who kept a wary eye on my endeavours. 
The most arduous task was making sure Alan's coffee was just the way he liked it. My 
short but enlightening role as Alan's apprentice was most illuminating; watching a true 
craftsman at work and appreciating his attention to detail along with his anecdotes about 
his working life in the ship yards. 

 

      Contributed by Margaret Hamilton 

    

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 

Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk    
 

 

 Donations / Events 
 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
December Newsletter:  
   

 John Lightfoot  Jim Zeelie    
 ALec Renwick Paul Nicholson  
 Arbroath Platform £360 AE Readman 
 Public Donations box £91.28  
  

Events programme (arrangements to-date) 
 
Sat 22nd March  -  Well I never!!  - another successful  “Boatyard Bistro”. 
 
June.  TBC - Reception at the South Shields Town Hall to thank the Trust for 

their efforts in restoring the ‘Tyne; Lifeboat. 
 
Thurs 12th June -  The North East Maritime Trust, we have been nominated for the 

Pride of South Tyneside Awards, which will be taking place on 
June 12th, at the Quality Hotel, Boldon. We are going there with a 
certain amount of pride considering the marvellous job the Friends 
did on the restoration of the Tyne Lifeboat, which is now back on 
display. 

 

mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk


 

 
 
 
Mon 23rd June  - The Transport Trust – Restoration Award winner’s ceremony at 

Brooklands Museum , where the Trust will be presented with a 
Certificate to commemorate the donation made by / to the Trusts. 

  Paul Nicholson will be accepting the Certificate on behalf of the 
Trust.  

 
22 – 24th August - ‘Old Boat’ gathering at Newcastle Quayside – organisation of 

which is well under way, thanks to Phil Smith. 
    There is currently going to be at least 25 boats, including the 

‘Reaper’ from Anstruther and the 22.35m wooden ketch ‘Faramir’ 
from the Faramir Trust, Hartlepool.   

 

  
 ’Members’ 
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)  

 
We have seven new ‘Members’, of which three are active volunteers, during the last 
quarter period:  
 
D Collins  T Graham-Marshal  D Sells  Mike Lister 
Paul Gray  Mark Tiffin   Richard Purvis 
 

  

  WWaayyppooiinnttss  
  

FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  HHeerrrriinngg  

          

  TThhee  DDiissppllaayy  aatt  MMuusssseellbbuurrgghh  
  

TThhee  ‘‘FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  HHeerrrriinngg’’  ttoouurr  iiss  wweellll  uunnddeerrwwaayy  ddoowwnn  tthhee  EEaasstt  ccooaasstt,,  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  aann  

eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  ssuucccceessss  wwiitthh  rreeccoorrdd  vviissiittoorr  nnuummbbeerrss  aatt  MMuusssseellbbuurrgghh,,  BBeerrwwiicckk,,  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss,,  

KKiinnggss  LLyynnnn,,  aanndd  HHaarrttlleeppooooll  aarrrriivviinngg  aatt  HHuullll  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  eenndd..  

LLaaddss  aanndd  llaassssiieess  ffrroomm  tthhee  NNEEMMTT  wweerree  vveerryy  pprroouudd  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  VVIIPP  rreecceeppttiioonn  aatt  tthhee  

CCuussttoommss  hhoouussee  aanndd  iinnvviittaattiioonn  ttoo  sseeee  tthhee  ssttaaggee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  ““GGeett  uupp  aanndd  TTiiee  yyoouurr  

FFiinnggeerrss””  aa  vveerryy  ccaappttiivvaattiinngg  aanndd  mmoovviinngg  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee..  

MMaannyy  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  tthhee  ‘‘BBooaatt  CCrreeww’’  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  jjoobb  iinn  oovveerr  ccoommiinngg  vvaarriioouuss  

cchhaalllleennggeess  aatt  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  vveennuueess,,  bbuutt  wwiitthh  tthhee  uussuuaall  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  aanndd  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  

““SSaallmmaa’’ss  DDrreeaamm””  hhaavvee  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  eexxhhiibbiittiioonnss  aanndd  ddiissppllaayyss..    

VVeennuueess  ssttiillll  ttoo  ccoommee  aarree  HHuullll,,  GGrriimmssbbyy,,  GGrreeaatt  YYaarrmmoouutthh,,  MMaarrggaattee,,  FFoollkkssttoonn  aanndd  

HHaassttiinnggss..    GGoo  oonn  lliinnee  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss  ““FFoollllooww  tthhee  HHeerrrriinngg””!!!!  IItt’’ss  aa  bbrriilllliiaanntt  ccaattcchh..  

  



 

    

  
 
 
Can you help? 
 

Although the trust has gained new members this period we would still welcome new 

active members of any discipline including; paperwork, admin, marketing, etc. 

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch – 

write to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.  
  

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

  

BByy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss,,  TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  llaannddiinngg..  

PPaassss  tthhee  AAlluumm  HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseelleeccttiioonn  

ooff  rreeaall  aallee!!!!  DDoonn’’tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  lloonngg))..  

  TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  

yyoouurr  lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  

aanndd  wwee  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  
NNEEMMTT  

  

                                                                                                                        
   

                                                                                                        NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

                      FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

                              22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

                                  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

                      TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                    

                                                                                                                                                    wwwwww..nneemmtt..ccoo..uukk  

  

      OOPPEENN  ––  00993300  ––  11553300  TTuueessddaayy,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy  
  

CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  
  

PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

  

AAlleecc  RReennwwiicckk  --  HHoonn  SSeecc..              aalleecc__rreennwwiicckk@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk  

  
DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr  ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett            TTeell..        00119911  55229955338811  

      MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

  

TTiimm  WWeesstt  --TTrreeaassuurreerr    ttiimmwweesstt..wweesstt661122@@ggoooogglleemmaaiill..ccoomm            MMoobb..  0077996699990088112233  

  
AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn  --  EEddiittoorr  aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn1155@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk        MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633  
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