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SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprrooggrreessss  //  

pprroojjeeccttss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr..    
MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  

rreellaatteedd  ssttoorriieess..     

EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  iinn  

tthhee  ffuuttuurree  
MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  

WWaayyppooiinnttss  ––  llooccaall  iinntteerreesstt  

 
 
Thank you for your 
continuing support 

The ‘TYNE’ is back  

Soundings 
 

Henry Frederick Swan  
 
Work progresses, with a number of thwart and longitudinal deck support beams made 
and fitted, thanks to the efforts Alan Brewlis and Alan Smith who remade these complex 
pieces. 
 
Rosie Power and Phil Smith continue to restore / rebuild the after Whale Back, which is 
 a complex jigsaw requiring a number of steam bent  curved pieces to effect a 
comprehensive repair.  
 
Otherwise there is the arduous, monotonous task of re-caulking all the seams. 

 

 

 

 

 

New longitudinal 

and thwart  - deck 

support beams  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/


 

 
 
 
 
 

View inside the boat 
showing the criss-cross 
arrangement of the new 
deck support beams 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Rosie Power & Phil Smith 
working on the aft Whale 
Back 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

From left to right: Paul Nicholson, Tom Howe  and Charlie Lowdon - caulking, 

caulking and more caulking. 

 



 
 
 
‘Tyne’ Lifeboat 
 
The ‘Tyne’ (in service from 1833 for more than 60 years) is now back in her rightful 
place, beside the Wouldhave / Greathead Memorial at the end of Ocean Road in South 
Shields. 

 

 

 

     

     A Tricky job 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Removal Men’ 

Left to Right: 

Charlie Lowdon, Phil Smith,  

Brian Teale, Ken Smith,  

Dave Parker, Chris Taggart  

Alan Smith, Joe Dawson, 

 Tom Howe and Tim West 

 

 

The naming ceremony conducted by Audrey Macmillan (Vice Chairwoman of the Council 
Foreshore Steering Group) took place Friday 28th February. Quote – “The Council are 
very proud of our rich heritage, in particular the Tyne Lifeboat. I am pleased to see this 
iconic lifeboat is now back where it belongs amongst the people of South Shields, who 
are the ancestors of the people it protected all those years ago” 

The vessel was blessed by Reverend Tim Duff for the RNLI and Reverend Philip Bullock 
(Priest –in-charge of St Stephens Church, Mile End Road). The relationship  to Saint 
Stephen’s is relevant because this was the church for the Tyne pilots, who formerly 
made up most of the early crews for the lifeboats.       

Note: Reverend Timothy Duff was also involved with the Blessing for the Old Gaffers 

event in  July last year (See below) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The opportunity was also taken to capture a few of the volunteers who were involved in 
the restoration of this historic vessel.  

 

Left to Right: Patrick Cunningham, Arthur Hamilton, Dave Parker, Phil Smith, 
Charlie Lowdon, Tim West, Rosie Power, Brian Fenwick, Alan Smith, Brian Teale, Tom 
Howe, Margaret Hamilton, Ken Smith, Chris Taggart, Richard Schofield and Paul 
Nicholson 

 Development Group 

 
The Development Group have been working tirelessly to improve the profile and future of 
the Trust. A SWOT analysis has been carried-out and a Business Plan drawn-up.  
Subsequently a grant has now been awarded by The SIB Group to undertake surveys of 
the Buildings & Contents and carry-out a Public Benefit Appraisal.    
 
Improvement to the buildings is currently under discussion. 

 

Maritime Tales 

Tyne Tugs (a potted history) 

 
The history of the Tyne Tugs dates back to 1816 when an enterprising gentleman Mr 
Joseph Price of Gateshead established a steam boat passenger service for the Tyne.  
Unfortunately the venture was not very successful, but he hit on the idea of using his 
boats for towing sailing vessels to the sea.   
In July 1818 he conducted an experiment whereby he proposed to tow a fully loaded 
vessel Friend’s Adventurer over the bar at South Shields a distance of thirteen miles. 
.The tow took two hours and ten minutes, with the wind against her all the way.  
 
Three years after this maiden voyage there were fourteen steam tugs on the River Tyne. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
All could see the benefits of getting sailing vessels in and out of the Tyne in adverse 
conditions.  The tug business developed generally from small single vessel operations 
related to a particular shipyard or colliery.   
 
Eg: 1840 Robert Lawson - 1 tug 1857 Thomas Allan Dry - 2 tugs 
 1840 John Batey - 1 tug 1858 Earl of Durham - 3 tugs 
 1848 John & James Ridley - 1 tug 1866 John Coulson - 2 tugs 
 1854 Joseph Crossthwaite  - 1 tug 1867 Anthony Irwing - 1 tug 
 1855 Robert Redhead - 1 tug 1888 George Brown - 1tug 
Some of these companies were operating for over 60 years 
 
In time these companies developed and/ or were taken over by rivals until 1920 when 
there were only three main operators on the river; Lawson – Batey Tugs Ltd, France 
Fenwick, and Ridley Steam Tug Co.Ltd 
 
By 1958, with the river traffic reducing, these companies came together to create Tyne 
Tugs Ltd (24 Tugs) which later amalgamated with Wear Tugs Ltd (5 tugs) and in 1986 
formed Tyne & Wear Tugs Ltd, operating with 12 tugs.  Subsequently in 1995 Cory 
Towage Ltd took over the Tyne tug trade, now we have only 3 tugs operating under 
Svitzer since 2007.  
 
All the early tugs were steam driven paddle boats, which later developed to screw driven 
tugs. These   were generally superseded by Diesel tugs during the 1960s. 
 
In blatant disregard of health and safety (these were different times) boys as young as 
14 were required in the middle of the night; to scull across to a steam tug, which was 
layed-up for the night in the middle of the river. He had to get the boat ready for service, 
ie, un-damper the boilers, put the kettle on and then scull back ashore to pick-up the 
crew.  The possibilities of a boy (without lifejacket and probably unable to swim) being 
washed down river or even drowned does not bare thinking about.    
 
So the tug system developed from humble beginnings until its peak in 1923 when there 
were 68 tugs operating on the river.  
 
During the 1950 /1960s there could be as many as 25 tugs moving on the river at one 
time.  These were essentially needed to move ships around at the various shipyards 
during the night, bringing ships out of drydock, moving others into drydock and 
repositioning ship on the quays  

      Contributed by Arthur Hamilton 
    
Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 

Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk    
 

 
 Donations / Events 

 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
December Newsletter:  

   
 John Lightfoot Nigel Gray   
 ALec Renwick Joe Power 
 Jim Zeelie AE readman 
 Visitor’s donation box 
  

 
 

mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
Events programme (arrangements to-date) 

 
Don’t miss the Main Event  
Sat 22nd March  -  Back by popular demand the “Boatyard Bistro”. This year featuring 

 singer / guitarist - Dean Palmer.   
  Food and raffle, but no quiz (it is too easy to cheat these days with 

 iPhones. (not that I thought anybody would stoop so low) 
  Tickets are £8 and available from Tim West, Dave Parker and 

 myself Arthur Hamilton (contact details below) 
 
22 – 24th August  Old boat gathering at Newcastle Quayside 
 
 

 ’Friends’ 
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)  

 
We have five new ‘Friends’, of which four are active volunteers, during the last quarter 
period:  
 
James Wilson   Andy Sutcliffe  Matthew Pickering 
 
Phil Smith  & Rosie Power  - ESI Trainees who have now been coerced into becoming 
members (otherwise they could not come to the Bistro – Ha Ha !!)  
 
 
A New NEMT Friend’s Perspective 
 

I came across this place in an advertisement in our local paper and it was looking for 
volunteers to work on the RNLI Lifeboat ‘Tyne’.  At 30 years old, I had just left the Royal 
Navy and was looking to re-establish myself in the North East.  I had never heard of such 
a place or heritage site nor did I realise its significance to the local area at the time and 
was very keen to take a look.  
 
On entry into this establishment I felt a connection with its workers and trustees, more 
instantly than previously experienced anywhere around South Tyneside and was keen to 
explore more.  
 
I did discover on my walk around NEMT and onto the riverside a unique setting that had 
once been the place of a thriving community based mainly around boats and river life. 
I felt sad, since after the closure of the shipbuilding industry our local people went into 
deep depression, as did a dying generation of operational skills on the River Tyne.   
 
To-date this heritage site stands firm as a rock and it’s very true to its colours.  Its 
trustees and ‘Friends’ are working very hard to keep this place an icon from the past – 
today you are greeted with a warm and hearty welcome from the people who work there, 
and each and every visit is a different experience.  
 
I did think in that moment NEMT is unique to the river and one of only a few places left 
like this in the North East. So from this amazing new discovery I was absolutely inspired 
to unearth and learn about restoration of heritage wooden boats 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
However ‘Friends’ the NEMT has received a major boost of confidence with potential 
development plans plus our own input of ideas could help re-design and enhance local 
interest in the premises and for the future of boat restoration projects.  
 
This energy should not be contained in-house and I do feel strongly as a community 
player living in South Tyneside a passion and a power in our local area to bring together 
local interest from the general public.  It would be great for the community to drop in and 
meet the workers at the Trust for a general chat, learn about the techniques used and 
look around the boats.    
 
I would like to encourage ‘Friends’ , and the general public to back-up the NEMT 
Trustees plans so please add your views or comment on their webpage www.nemt.co.uk 
 
I would like say for the next generation ‘a passion you might sample here is your passion 
instilled for life’   Since joining the Trust I have unearthed ‘Friends’ on the River Tyne and 
think of this place as ‘a little gem’ 
 

       Contributed by Glen Nicholas 
 

  

    

  WWaayyppooiinnttss  

  
The Knitted Boat  “Salma’s Dream” setting sail to “Follow The Herring” 

 

Whilst  continuing to work with the Customs House of South Shields, the North East 

Maritime Trust will be playing a significant part in the “Follow the Herring” project, an 

ambitious, highly relevant, themed tour over three months, celebrating and highlighting 

the shared rich fishing, boat building, and knitting heritage of the East Coast.  

Consequently, the NEMT will be promoted at all of the venues and exhibitions along the 

East coast tour. 

At a number of the venues, the NEMT is providing the technical team for assembly of the 

boat and setting up / taking down the exhibition. 

 

               Help is needed for this team…………….. 

Anyone interested and willing to assist with this exciting project, please call Dave Parker 

on 0777.9785.666. There is a small budget available to cover all personal expenses and 

some additional pocket money for all volunteers. 

 

For information of venues click on:  

www.customshouse.co.uk/followtheherring 

  
  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nemt.co.uk/
http://www.customshouse.co.uk/followtheherring


 

 

 

Blessing the Old Gaffers 
 

My grandfather was a trawler skipper, I have never lived far from the sea and the river, 
have had much involvement with seafarers throughout my life, and my main summer 
hobby is sailing.  So when an approach was made to our Parish Secretary to see if 
someone could be found to conduct a Blessing of the Fleet Service, Sue Kirsopp had 
little hesitation in putting my name forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thus I found myself at Newcastle Quayside one beautifully sunny Sunday morning in 
July, on board the aptly named Good Hope from Eyemouth, taking a service for the 
crews of thirty traditional vessels, many dressed overall – for the landlubbers that means 
they were adorned with flags.  It happens that this year I am the Chaplain to the High 
Sheriff of Tyne & Wear, George Scott, whom I have known since schooldays.  He very 
kindly agreed to take part in the service, and to wear his full Court dress. That was 
greatly appreciated, particularly by the crews of some boats from the Netherlands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We began with a few words of welcome from me in Dutch, then the High Sheriff read from 
Psalm 107 ‘They who go down to the sea in ships’, the Fleet was blessed, and we ended by 
singing the sailors’ hymn ‘Eternal Father, strong to save’, accompanied by my daughter 
Emma on the flute. Some onlookers from the Sunday morning Quayside market joined in. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The occasion was part of the Old Gaffers Association Rally.  Old Gaffers in this case are 
not old chaps like me.  They are sailing boats with a traditional gaff-rigged mainsail, the 
gaff being the spar fitted along the top of the four-sided sail. To mark the 50th anniversary 
of the Association, the boats were circumnavigating the mainland of Britain, clockwise 
from Cowes on the Isle of Wight.  If you would like to see some lovely photographs of the 
boats in action, have a look on Google at ‘OGA50’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do I speak Dutch, you ask?  No, but a very helpful lady from the Netherlands Embassy 
in London emailed me with the translation of ‘Sailors from the Netherlands, welcome to 
this service of Blessing the Fleet’. She then coached me on the telephone in its 
pronunciation, and must be a good tutor, because after the welcome the generous Dutch 
gave me a round of applause.  This was despite me having sung, on the Friday evening 
before the service ‘Van Tromp was an Admiral brave and bold’.  The song recounts a 
victory of the English Admiral Blake in 1652 over the Dutch, though in fairness scores 
between the two celebrated Admirals were about even overall. 
 
The service was a delightful and traditional occasion.  
 

     Contributed by Rev. Timothy Duff 

  
                 
 



 
 
 
Can you help? 
 

Although the trust has gained new members this period we would still welcome new 

active members of any discipline including; paperwork, admin, etc. 

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch – 

write to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.  
  

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

  

BByy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss,,  TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  llaannddiinngg..  

PPaassss  tthhee  AAlluumm  HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseelleeccttiioonn  

ooff  rreeaall  aallee!!!!  DDoonn’’tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  lloonngg))..  

  TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  

yyoouurr  lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  

aanndd  wwee  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  
NNEEMMTT  

  

                                                                                                                        
   

                                                                                                        NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

                      FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

                              22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

                                  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

                      TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                    

                                                                                                                                                    wwwwww..nneemmtt..ccoo..uukk  

  

      OOPPEENN  ––  00993300  ––  11553300  TTuueessddaayy,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy  
  

CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  
  

PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

  

AAlleecc  RReennwwiicckk  --  HHoonn  SSeecc..              aalleecc__rreennwwiicckk@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk  

  

DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr  ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett            TTeell..        00119911  55229955338811    

      MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

  
TTiimm  WWeesstt  --TTrreeaassuurreerr    ttiimmwweesstt..wweesstt@@ggoooogglleemmaaiill..ccoomm            MMoobb..  0077996699990088112233  

  
AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn  --  EEddiittoorr  aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn1155@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk        MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633  

 

http://www.nemt.co.uk/
mailto:peter-weightman@talktalk.net
mailto:alec_renwick@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dave.a.parker@talktalk.net
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