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SoundingsSoundings   - restoration progress - restoration progress /  / 
projectsprojects since the last newsletter.  since the last newsletter. 
Maritime Tales Maritime Tales –river / marine –river / marine 
related stories. related stories.  
Events Events ––  since last newsletter and since last newsletter and 
in the futurein the future
Members Members – new members– new members
Waypoints Waypoints – local interest– local interest

A rare sight – the FOPSV ‘Enquest Producer’ enters the TyneA rare sight – the FOPSV ‘Enquest Producer’ enters the Tyne

Soundings

This has been a very productive quarter in all areas, boat restoration, refurbishment, 
models, new members, donations, etc. 

Henry Frederick Swan 

The drop keel and housing completely restored (Ref: June Newsletter) has now been 
refitted. The housings for the fuel tanks, which fit either side are now in situ.  This has 
allowed us to make and fit some of the for’d deck supporting timber thwarts. 
Drop Keel and Housing in position.

Fuel tank housings being fitted by Phil Smith and Jerry Dudman. A new cross thwart
can been seen behind them

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/


The stb’d side engine compartment is also completed with the side buoyancy 
trunking 

The boat originally had copper
sheeting  around the engine
compartment and fuel tank
housings.  It was a labourious job
removing the cladding which was
held in by copper nails at every inch
around the edges. 

Fortunately we managed to save
most of it and preparatory work is
currently being carried out to make
these ready for refitting in the
future.  

 
Tom Howe our resident plumber is
seen here restoring some of the
copper cladding

‘Tyne’ Lifeboat

The ‘Tyne’ has now been lovingly restored. 

In all the general condition was remarkably good for a boat that was launched in 1833 
with 54 years’ service, as well as being on display at South Shields since 1894. (ie: 180 
years old)  

Eight areas were identified and paint scrapings removed for analysis. Paint samples from
under the bow and stern rope fenders were also removed for analysis.

The buoyancy boxes, port, starboard and centre seating laths were removed for 
complete stripping of paint down to the bare wood. 



All paint was then removed from inner hull and attachments using an industrial paint 
stripper. This was necessary due to the thickness of the existing paint coatings, in places
this amounted to 20 layers. 

All steel rings and thole pins were descaled, an anti-rust compound applied, etch primed 
then coated with two coats of International Yacht Primer. These were then painted with a
black matt finish.

The three deck board planks identified as having wet rot/wood worm present were 
removed. Following removal, the support timbers underneath these boards were also 
rotten and required replacing. Several planks of the starboard void space had to be 
removed to gain proper access to the supporting deck board planks. The void space 
revealed the amount of repair that had been completed after the bomb damage that 
occurred in 1941.

 After the supporting timbers and deck board planks had been replaced, the gaps 
between the planks were caulked and sanded down to a smooth finish. Loose internal 
planking re-secured with brass screws.

All internal surfaces that have had paint removed were fully sanded down, wiped down 
with white spirit then fresh water and a final sanding before painting.

All visible internal steel screws that had been used in the past had rusted and marked 
the old paintwork. These were replaced with silicon bronze screws to avoid a repeat of 
the rusting. 

Three coats of International Yacht Primer, two coats of International Pre-Kote white were
then applied.

All mating surfaces that would be hidden by the refitting of the buoyancy boxes and 
seating laths were given two coats of International Mediterranean White and these boxes
were refitted. All countersunk screw heads were filled in to a level with the existing wood 
and sanded to a smooth finish. Two coats of International Pre-Kote white then 
International Mediterranean
white applied as the final top
coat. 

The final top coat was toned
down from a full gloss to a
70% gloss by adding
‘International Matting
Additive’ to the International
Mediterranean White.

The two areas of the
gunwales that had signs of
wood breakdown due to cast
iron bolts were removed
together with the bolts and
oak wood inserts made.

The copper protection plates were removed, cleaned then annealed. The latter process 
was necessary as the copper sheets were very brittle. Once all the painting had been 
completed including the finish top coat, the copper sheets were replaced on a bed of 
putty and secured with new copper tacks.

The two damaged sections of cork buoyancy fender were repaired using a filler to bring 
the indented surface back to the original level. The whole of the fender was then sanded 
down and two coats of International Yacht Primer applied.

The external hull planking had all flaking paint removed, bare wood primed with two 
coats of International Yacht Primer. The support chocks were moved to gain access to 
the planking in way of the chocks, these areas were scraped clean, primed and two 
coats of International Pre-Kote white applied. When the newly painted scraped sections 
had dried, a further full coat of International Pre-Kote white was applied.       

         Dave Parker & Phil Smith applying initial coats of paint



The external hull planking below the waterline was painted with International 
Mediterranean White containing 50% by volume of International Matting Additive. This 
reduced the gloss coating to a 26% appearance.

After discussions with representatives from South Tyneside Council, a light blue colour 
was identified from the paint analysis charts produced by International Paints. This 
colour appears to have been the prevalent colour throughout the paint layers.

The final light blue colour was achieved by mixing International Mediterranean white with
International Squall Blue on a ratio of 5:1. 30% International Matting Additive was then 
added to reduce the gloss appearance to 70%.

Two coats of the light blue were applied with a fine sanding down with wet and dry 
sandpaper between coats. The two coats are necessary to bring out the full opacity of 
the light blue.

Charlie Lowdon & Rosie Power
stripping paint from one of the
support chocks

All paint was removed from the
centre support chock; two coats of
International Yacht Primer applied
then a top coat of International
Danboline Grey. When this paint
had dried, the centre chock was
replaced in its position under the
boat. 

The end support chocks were then removed. The removal of these two end chocks could
only be done once all the interior work on the lifeboat had been completed. This was 
necessary so as not to upset the stability of the lifeboat on the centre support chock.
All paint was removed from the two end support chocks; two coats of International Yacht 
Primer applied then a top coat of International Danboline Grey. These support chocks 
were then replaced in their respective positions fore and aft under the lifeboat.  

New member Paul Nicholson 
repairing the for’d fender and with 
the new fender made by ‘Get 
Knotted’ (See: below)

Stainless steel grab line ringbolts 
together with new grab lines were 
fitted around the lifeboat at the 
waterline.New valve wheel has been 
made and fitted for the ballast tank 
drain arrangement. New forward rope 
fender has been made to replace the 
existing one due to its poor condition 
that any restoration is not possible. 
This has now been replaced in its 
position at the bow of the lifeboat. The 
aft fender has had all the paint 
removed, soaked in a mixture of 
linseed oil and Stockholm tar, dried 
and replaced in its position at the stern



of the lifeboat. Contributed by 
Tim West

“Get Knotted”

As part of the task in conserving the Grade 2 listed Tyne lifeboat, Paul contracted
Alan Ewins and Colin Jones of “Get Knotted,” a prestigious rope fender making
company based in Warwick, to replicate one of the lifeboat’s rope fenders, which
date from c.1833 when the ‘Tyne’ first went into service.  

Woven rope fenders, such as the Tyne’s have long since been superseded by
modern knotted rope fenders and only a few experts such as Alan and Colin have
the knowledge necessary to faithfully produce the woven replacements required to
ensure historical accuracy. As members of the Guild of Master Knot Tyers, even
they had to undertake extensive research to ensure the Maritime Trust met Grade 2
requirements both in design and by sourcing the correct tarred sisal rope, which is
no longer produced commercially.

The resulting high quality fender is a credit to their combined skill and has led to old
maritime expertise being rediscovered and documented for future generations. ‘Get
Knotted’ is now in the process of producing a bow fender for the lifeboat Henry
Frederick Swan, which is also being conserved and rebuilt to original design by the
North East Maritime Trust at its boat yard in Wapping Street, South Shields.  

 “Get Knotted” is located at Warwick Top Lock, Lower Cape, Warwick, CV34
5DP and Alan is available on 01926 410588 to discuss any challenge with
rope work and fender construction, whether for inland waterways barges and
boats, or for conservation work such as the fenders for the Grade 2 listed
1833 “Tyne” and 1917 HSF lifeboats at South Shields. 

Web site: www.getknotted.co.uk   Email: alan@getknotted.co.uk

The ‘Tyne’ will be moved from the Trust workshop to a storage facility 9th January. 
Thereafter, on completion of the plinth ground-works and erection of a new canopy, it will
be returned 9th March 2014 to its original location east of the Wouldhave / Greathead 
Memorial, Ocean Road. 

Finishing  Touches  by  Joe  Dawson
and Ken Smith

Left – Jim Zeelie who repaired the
boat  during  WWII  when  he  was
apprentice at Hail  & Sons has been
following the restoration progress. 

Ref:  Hail  &  Sons  -  September
Newsletter

mailto:alan@getknotted.co.uk
http://www.getknotted.co.uk/


Spring Tide

Do you remember the Spring tide which was restored at the Trust during 2013 ?

It has now been given its
boat colours by Phil
Smith who is the proud
owner of what is virtually
a new boat. 

Boat Models

Over the years we have
collected a number of boat
models, which have been
donated.
These have now been put
on display in the Trusts
Office 

Development Group

NEMT have formed a Development Group to analyse the current status / position of the 
Trust in the community and to consider all aspects of operation for promoting greater interest
in Maritime Heritage, in accordance with the 2013 Business Plan.  

The group is chaired by Peter Weightman and represented by Alec Renwick, Arthur 
Hamilton, Jerry Dudman, Richard Schofield and Alex Finnegan (Puppet Ship CIC) 

Maritime Tales
War Story 

Unbelievable !! (but sadly True)



By mid 1944 and the U-boat menace pretty much a spent force the British merchant ship
‘Empire Tristram’ sailed into London’s docklands to complete a seven month trip plying 
between the US and Southern Italy.

The very first night of her “safe” arrival she was hit by a V1 Flying Bomb* killing five of 
her officers who were in cabins situated mid ships.

After being paid off, the remaining crew left the ship (my Father Ivor Gudmunsen 
included) on a well earned leave.

It was decided that the ‘Empire Tristram’ would be unloaded and then she would have 
her damaged assess.  On the final day of unloading, fate dealt her another cruel blow 
when she was struck by a second V1 which made a direct hit on one of the holds killing 
at least thirty dockers. Odds of being hit once by a pilotless machine – huge !!  Odds of 
being hit twice ?  I will leave it to you to work it out !!

Her captain survived the war and eventually lived out his retirement in his home town of 
Carnoustie, Scotland, until his death in the early sixties. 

*V1 Flying Bomb  - also called a Buzz Bomb or Doodlebug was pulse jet powered and 
preceded the cruise missile.  At the height of the war about 100 / day were fired over the 
South East of England.  

Contributed by Norman Gudmunsen

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell?
Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk   

Events

Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
March Newsletter: 

Transport Trust – thanks to the efforts of John Fogg
Northumberland Heritage Fishing Trust
John Lightfoot Peter Arnold
A Renwick Ted Smith
J Zeelie Phil Smith
Bill Form Visitors donation box

Events programme

Events programme is yet to be considered for 2014 but we aim to be involved in as many
activities as we can fit in.  (Weather permitting) 

Members

Please note that the yearly fees are overdue. If you have not already paid, Tim 
West would appreciate your (£10) contribution, which helps to keep the workers 
supplied with tea, coffee, sugar and milk throughout the year. 

Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter
- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip) 

We have six new members, four of which are very active working members, (photo 
below) during the last quarter period: 

Paul Nicholson Chris Taggart Martin Alexander
Joe Dawson John Waggot Sheila Alexander

mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk


New members from L to R : 1New members from L to R : 1stst left - Joe Dawson, 4 left - Joe Dawson, 4thth left - Chris Taggart,  left - Chris Taggart, 
seated – Paul Nicholson, and far right - Alan Brewis seated – Paul Nicholson, and far right - Alan Brewis 

Once a week we also get a little helpOnce a week we also get a little help
from from 
Paul and JoePaul and Joe

WaypointsWaypoints

Storm DamageStorm Damage

During the recent storm surge the jetty which is attached to the Trust’s quay suffered a 
bit of damage.  The water was actually about a foot deep on the quay, but the surge 
billowed-up under the jetty, lifting it away from the quay and dislodging a lot of the 
decking. 

Knitted BoatKnitted Boat

Do you remember the Coble the NEMT built forDo you remember the Coble the NEMT built for the the 
Customs House in 2009 ….the Knitted Boat ?Customs House in 2009 ….the Knitted Boat ?
Yes, of course, along with the fantastic andYes, of course, along with the fantastic and
incredible exhibitions at the Customs Houseincredible exhibitions at the Customs House
“Casting off ….. a coat for a boat” and Alexandra“Casting off ….. a coat for a boat” and Alexandra
Palace.Palace.

Following the continuedFollowing the continued
success at venues across thesuccess at venues across the
country, “Salma’s Dream wascountry, “Salma’s Dream was
eventually laid up in storage.eventually laid up in storage.



She has now been renovated by the NEMT and is being fitted with a brand new coat She has now been renovated by the NEMT and is being fitted with a brand new coat 
made by knitters across the community.made by knitters across the community.

All this in readiness for an exciting voyage in 2014 and an ambitious tour of East Coast All this in readiness for an exciting voyage in 2014 and an ambitious tour of East Coast 
towns, all taking part in the national project, “Following the Herring”, which will celebrate towns, all taking part in the national project, “Following the Herring”, which will celebrate 
our maritime and fishing heritage through a combination of theatre, singing and crafts.our maritime and fishing heritage through a combination of theatre, singing and crafts.

Full details and an opportunity to get involved, Full details and an opportunity to get involved, 
browse: browse: www.customshouse.co.ukwww.customshouse.co.uk / followtheherring / followtheherring

contribute by Dave Parkercontribute by Dave Parker

We are the North East Maritime 
Trust, but what is happening 
beyond South Shields?  Can 
anyone contribute news of other 
things happening up and down the 
coast?  What else is of interest that 
we are not covering?  

Please let me know – 
arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk 

MERRY
XMAS

Can you help?

Although the trust  has gained new members  this period we would still  welcome new
active members of any discipline.

mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.customshouse.co.uk/


If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch –
write to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below. 

How to find us:How to find us:

By Ferry from North Shields, Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry landing. By Ferry from North Shields, Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry landing. 
Pass the Alum House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent selection Pass the Alum House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent selection 
of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).
  Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on 
your left.your left.
In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) 
and we are further 50yards on the left.and we are further 50yards on the left.
NEMTNEMT
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Contacts :Contacts :

Peter Weightman - Chairman      Peter Weightman - Chairman      peter-weightman@talktalk.netpeter-weightman@talktalk.net

Alec Renwick - Hon Sec.      Alec Renwick - Hon Sec.      alec_renwick@yahoo.co.ukalec_renwick@yahoo.co.uk

Dave ParkerDave Parker dave.a.parker@talktalk.netdave.a.parker@talktalk.net                  Tel.    0191 5295381   Tel.    0191 5295381   
Mob.  07779785666Mob.  07779785666

Tim West -TreasurerTim West -Treasurer timwest.west@googlemail.comtimwest.west@googlemail.com          Mob. 07969908123Mob. 07969908123

Arthur Hamilton - EditorArthur Hamilton - Editor arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk     Mob. 07914047263Mob. 07914047263
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