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Thank you for your continuing support

The George Elmy on Trials

Soundings

Despite the time of year and the cold weathsrite a bit ofprogress ha been
madeon our restoration projects in the last three months.

Henry Frederick Swan

Progress in pictures

Brian Fenwick undertaking the
unenviable task of re -caulking
the hull planking



http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/

At the end of a long fitting and shaping process,
the new stern post is now fully fitted

Dave Parker (above) fitting the lower
section of the new Stern Post and the
completed post (right)

Brian Teale machining hull fitting
bolts




The stages of making a new bulkhead; initial wood planing, cutting, fitting together of
the sections, fitting the side pieces, and painting.

The machined sections showing the slots for fitting the mortice pieces

Above, Charlie Lowdon painting the assembled
section and left the side pieces fitted



Tim West instructing the trainees Michael Arnott and Rosie Power in the
restoration process for the Aft Cabin Bulkhead

Spring Tide

The Spring Tide is coming along nicely.

Bilge keels have been fitted

The hull planking dressed and primer painted

The Gunwales and In-riders have been fitted.

Stringers are now also fitted and the floors currently being manufactured to fit. Getting
the floors level was an interesting exercise.

The thwarts and stern seating have already been made and trial fitted, but await the
completion of the floors before final fit.

Still to do:

The transom to be shaped
External rubbing strips at the gunwale level
Eyebrows at the Stem

Capping piece over the whole length of the gunwales
And a complete paint job

Alan Smith sanding the hull
planking after the initial coat
of primer




Here you see Mike Dawson fitting the
stringers ready for laying the floors

The Wren

The Wren is back in again for a bit of work on the stem, where some damage had occurred.
The Stem has had a new small section fitted, brass trim refitted and some chocks fitted
inside to help lock the floors in a more positive position.

Thence another full paint of the external hull.

Here you see Dave Parker fitting a new
section of brass strip over the new  wood
section




Engineering Heritage Skills Initiative (EHSI)

The Heritage Skills Initiative allocates a number of trainees in various organisations around
the North East.

We are very proud to have worked with EHSI, having placed a trainee with us over the past
12 months. Wednesday 20™ March was the award ceremony held in the magnificent Grand
Hall of the Discovery Museum, to which we were invited to see our trainee, Michael Arnott,

receive his certificate presented by John Grundy.
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It was an inspiring event
and a good opportunity to
catch up with friends and
like-minded restoration
engineers.

The Maritime Trust &
Banner (Centre) at the
Award Ceremony

There are eight new trainees this year of which we have been fortunate to be able to take
on two for the next two years.

New HSI Trainees with NEMT trainees Rosie Power 5th from left and Phil Smith 6 th
from left




Maritime Tales

Merchant Navy Characters

AThereds nowt as queer as folkod they say and in
them, but on board a ship itds a very close cor
Thereds a responsi bl e | @itdwe alhadeoto get@along somghowst has
Some sea passages can be very monotonous and if boredom sets in it can be a source of

upset to the strongest of us all ééé

Phew!!! | finally reached the top of the steep gangway with my ridiculously large suitcases

andhold-al | s. My father always said to me fABe pr efj
along, you never know when youdll need it.o B u
The perspiration was pouring off me, partly because | was just getting over the flu and of

course some apprehension of joining ship, first trip as Junior Engineer.

| found my cabin and dumped all my gear completely overwhelming the place, along with
my thoughts of being here for the next four months or however long these trips do really
turn out to be!

Desperate to quench my thirst one way or another, | traced the murmur of chatter down the
alleyway and made my way into the lounge bar.

AHel |l o Lado boomed this glorious welcoming Live
A Err Jack®onesginegpuonao He was obviously an of
preoccupied with his bright red nose and unfortunately positioned veiny wart at the end of it

to really notice his braid!

nGrab a beer son, here, have a cigar and circul
The place was packed with shippers, agents everybody and anybody. | stuck the cigar in

my pocket and made my way into the crowd. Some moments passed as | gulped down the
refreshing beer and feeling part of the party.

ifiHeh |l ad! 0 came t hi saiLn,veff@mommd heorie® once ag

AWho are you?bd AErr, Jackson sir, Juni or Engin
only just asked me that but | didndt want to (e
fiGood | ad, here have a cigar, get a beer and ci

A little bemused and desperately trying to hold back a grin, | put the second cigar into my

pocket and, eagerly sipping my second pint, moved once again intothecrowd. | coul dnét
believe my ears, or was it that the beer is much stronger on ships? Above the chatter, this

voice bell owed again from the corner of the bar

=1}

Heh |l addy, whéduarer yBngi”oweer Jackson siro

Bl oody hell I Not another junior engineer, O
e hadnoét prasarhibed t he

o0

What initially was a humorous introduction became quite an embarrassment.
| turned to the uniform next to me, AfiwWho on ear

ioh! Thatés the Captain, really great chap, | ov

Yes, he did turn out to be a great skipper, a true gentleman and oh boy, did we party !!
But thatés another story é. That | may or may n

Contributed by Dave Parker






