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CCoommppaannyy  NNoo..  55556622773377                                                                                                                                                              RReeggiisstteerreedd  CChhaarriittyy  NNoo..  11111177885555  

  

              
 March Newsletter 2013 

  

  

SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprrooggrreessss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  llaasstt  

nneewwsslleetttteerr..    

MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  rreellaatteedd  ssttoorriieess..     

EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  

MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  

WWaayyppooiinnttss  ––  llooccaall  iinntteerreesstt  

TThhee  RReessiiddeenntt  PPooeett  ––  DDaavvee  ddee  HHaarrtt   

 
Thank you for your continuing support     
 

   
 
 

The George Elmy on Trials  

 
Soundings 

 

Despite the time of year and the cold weather quite a bit of progress has been 
made on our restoration projects in the last three months.  

 

Henry Frederick Swan  
 
Progress in pictures 

 
 
 
 
 

Brian Fenwick undertaking the 

unenviable task of re-caulking 

the hull planking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/
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At the end of a long fitting and shaping process, 
the new stern post is now fully fitted 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Dave Parker (above) fitting the lower 

section of the new Stern Post and the 

completed post (right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Teale machining hull fitting 

bolts 
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The stages of making a new bulkhead; initial wood planing, cutting, fitting together of 
the sections, fitting the side pieces, and painting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   The machined sections showing the slots for fitting the mortice pieces 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Above, Charlie Lowdon painting the assembled 

section and left the side pieces fitted 
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Tim West instructing the trainees Michael Arnott and Rosie Power in the 

restoration process for the Aft Cabin Bulkhead 

 
Spring Tide 

 
The Spring Tide is coming along nicely. 
Bilge keels have been fitted 
The hull planking dressed and primer painted  
The Gunwales and In-riders have been fitted.   
Stringers are now also fitted and the floors currently being manufactured to fit.  Getting 
the floors level was an interesting exercise.  
 
The thwarts and stern seating have already been made and trial fitted, but await the 
completion of the floors before final fit.   
 
Still to do: 
The transom to be shaped 
External rubbing strips at the gunwale level 
Eyebrows at the Stem 
Capping piece over the whole length of the gunwales 
And a complete paint job 

 
 
 

Alan Smith sanding the hull 

planking after the initial coat 

of primer 
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Here you see Mike Dawson fitting the 

stringers ready for laying the floors 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Wren 
 
The Wren is back in again for a bit of work on the stem, where some damage had occurred. 
The Stem has had a new small section fitted, brass trim refitted and some chocks fitted 
inside to help lock the floors in a more positive position. 
 
Thence another full paint of the external hull.     

 
 
 
 

Here you see Dave Parker fitting a new 

section of brass strip over the new wood 

section 
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Engineering Heritage Skills Initiative (EHSI) 
 
The Heritage Skills Initiative allocates a number of trainees in various organisations around 
the North East.  

 
We are very proud to have worked with EHSI, having placed a trainee with us over the past 
12 months.  Wednesday 20th March was the award ceremony held in the magnificent Grand 
Hall of the Discovery Museum, to which we were invited to see our trainee, Michael Arnott, 
receive his certificate presented by John Grundy.  

 
 
 
It was an inspiring event 
and a good opportunity to 
catch up with friends and 
like-minded restoration 
engineers.  

 
 
 
 

The Maritime Trust’s 

Banner (Centre) at the 

Award Ceremony 

 

 

 
 
There are eight new trainees this year of which we have been fortunate to be able to take 
on two for the next two years.  
 

 
New HSI Trainees with NEMT trainees Rosie Power 5th from left and Phil Smith 6th 

from left  
 

 



 7 

 
Maritime Tales 

 
Merchant Navy Characters 

“There‟s nowt as queer as folk” they say and in normal daily life you can take them of leave 
them, but on board a ship it‟s a very close community and your together 24 hours a day.  
There‟s a responsible job to do so it just has to work and we all have to get along somehow.  
Some sea passages can be very monotonous and if boredom sets in it can be a source of 
upset to the strongest of us all……… 
 
Phew!!!  I finally reached the top of the steep gangway with my ridiculously large suitcases 
and hold-alls.  My father always said to me “Be prepared son, if you can carry it, take it 
along, you never know when you‟ll need it.”  But the sink was so damn heavy!!  
The perspiration was pouring off me, partly because I was just getting over the flu and of 
course some apprehension of joining ship, first trip as Junior Engineer.  
 
I found my cabin and dumped all my gear completely overwhelming the place, along with 
my thoughts of being here for the next four months or however long these trips do really 
turn out to be! 
 
Desperate to quench my thirst one way or another, I traced the murmur of chatter down the 
alleyway and made my way into the lounge bar. 
 
“Hello Lad” boomed this glorious welcoming Liverpudlian accent.  “Who are You ?” 
 
“ Err Jackson sir, junior engineer,”  He was obviously an officer of some rank, but I was too 
preoccupied with his bright red nose and unfortunately positioned veiny wart at the end of it 
to really notice his braid! 
 
“Grab a beer son, here, have a cigar and circulate” 
 
The place was packed with shippers, agents everybody and anybody.  I stuck the cigar in 
my pocket and made my way into the crowd.  Some moments passed as I gulped down the 
refreshing beer and feeling part of the party. 
 
“Heh lad!” came this Liverpool voice once again, “Come here” 
 
“Who are you?”  “Err, Jackson sir, Junior Engineer,” I refrained from pointing out that he has 
only just asked me that but I didn‟t want to get off on the wrong footing! 
 
“Good lad, here have a cigar, get a beer and circulate.” 
 
A little bemused and desperately trying to hold back a grin, I put the second cigar into my 
pocket and, eagerly sipping my second pint, moved once again into the crowd.  I couldn‟t 
believe my ears, or was it that the beer is much stronger on ships?  Above the chatter, this 
voice bellowed again from the corner of the bar… Yes you‟ve guessed 
 
“Heh laddy, who are you ?” - “Junior Engineer Jackson sir” 
 
“Bloody hell !!  Not another junior engineer,” he screamed, nearly falling off the bar stool if 
he hadn‟t grabbed the brass rail. 
 
What initially was a humorous introduction became quite an embarrassment. 
I turned to the uniform next to me, “Who on earth is that ?” I enquired. 
 
“Oh! That‟s the Captain, really great chap, loves a party.” 
 
Yes, he did turn out to be a great skipper, a true gentleman and oh boy, did we party !! 
But that‟s another story …. That I may or may not reveal. 
 
      Contributed by Dave Parker 
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And similarly 
 
A ship was alongside the berth in Turku, Finland and had been there for some time 
because it was iced in. 
 
The company taking the opportunity whilst the ship was in port sent out a Superintendent 
(Super) to ostensibly catch up on shipboard problems, but also to check-out the Old Man, 
who was known to like his liquid refreshments.  
 
The Super in general conversation gleaned from the Captain that he had given up the 
booze and hadn‟t touched a drop for at least two weeks.  Unfortunately for the Captain, 
piled up on the iced outside his porthole, was a grand array of empty bottles and cans.    
 

      Contributed by Arthur Hamilton 

    
 

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 

Contributions for future issues of the newsletter please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk    

  
 Events 
 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the 
December Newsletter:  

   
 John Lightfoot Rotary Club 
 W Form R Schofield 
 Barbour (2nd photo shoot) Abroath Platform 
 Mike Newby Mens Club 
 Ann Stevens Donations Box  
 Biscuit Raffle 

 
Possible Summer Season events: 
 

I am afraid these are all very tentative at the moment and need to be firmed up 
 
April   Escort restored lifeboat “George Elmy” to Seaham 
April    River trip 
April   North Shields Fish Festival 
May   Seahouses 
May    TableTop Sale 
June 22nd    Festival of the North East – Souter Point 
July 5th to 7th  Old Gaffers Association, Newcastle 
July    Tynemouth Lifeboat Day 
July / August  Bistro at Workshop 
August 2nd to 7th Abroath Sea Fest 
August   Cullercoats Lifeboat Day 
August 17th to 20th Whitby 
 

 Members 
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)  

 
We have two new members, during the last period: Peter & Annie Hodgkiss 
 

mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk


 9 

  

    

  WWaayyppooiinnttss  

  
‘‘GGeeoorrggee  EEllmmyy’’  ((OONN  887733))      

 
The „George Elmy‟ was built at Groves & 
Cuttridge, Cowes, Isle of Wight (Yard No. 504) 
and christened 26 June 1950 
 
She was stationed at Seaham Harbour until 17th 
November 1962 when on returning from rescuing 
the crew of a local coble „Economy‟ she was hit 
by a freak wave and capsized, with only one 
survivor. 
 
She later lay abandoned until May 2009 when 
some efforts were made to restore her.  
 
During 2012 a Trust was established to fully 
restore her at Fred Crowell‟s yard in Wapping 
Street, South Shields. 
 
 

Thursday 21st March - The ‘George Elmy’ on the 

launch way of Fred Crowell’s yard after 

restoration and before taking her up to Tyne 

Dock and trials.   
 
 
 
 
Strange Sightings 
 
 
 

The ‘City of Petersberg’ 

entering the Tyne for Nissan. 
 
 
 
Note: the Trust‟s coble „Royal 
Diadem II‟ in the foreground 
 
 
 
Is it a Bird, is it a plane ???   
No it is a ship (car carrier) would 
you believe.   
How designs have changed; presumably this bulbous bridge arrangement helps reduce 
wind resistance, or does anybody have any insights please.  
 
I remember the days when a ship looked like a ship 
 
It actually reminds me of an old black & white film called “The Shape of Things to Come” 
starring Raymond Massey  
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The Resident Poet 
 

    Dreaming of Money 

 
As an old North East Trust member who is now retired 

Or as the trust would say he’s had his day 

Such a caring organisation, such gentle folk you would think. But 

Just watch them turn hot and bothered if you mention pay. 

 

On safety they will buy you anything, safety boots, helmet and overalls 

They will buy lathes, electric drills, planers and never make a fuss 

Money is no object for face masks, timber and screws of all sizes 

But they don’t need a fire to warm them up if you mention a bonus.   

 

For relaxation they can organise a quiz or a bistro 

Sometimes it’s a meet at the Alum House pub 

Since one or two of the members not being rich asked for a loan 

All they got was a polite refusal you can’t have a sub. 

 

I believe there is a saying that charity begins at home 

Well I can assure you our nautical gentlemen can get into an awful rage 

With this in mind a gentle reminder was mentioned 

For a fair days work you should get a fair days wage. 

 

But of course, I must remind all our readers we are a charity 

Now there is a rumour going the rounds that I find very funny 

The last laugh will come from the gentlemen mariners, from now on 

All will be paid, they have just received two boxes of monopoly money. 

 

      Contributed by : Dave de Hart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are the North East maritime trust, so what is happening beyond South Shields? Can 
anyone contribute news of other things happening up and down our coast? What else is of 

interest that we are not covering? – Please let me know  - arthurhamilton15@Yahoo.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:arthurhamilton15@Yahoo.co.uk
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Can you help? 
 

Although the trust has gained new members this period we would still welcome new active 

members of all disciplines. 

 

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch – write 

to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.  
  

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

  

BByy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss,,  TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  llaannddiinngg..  PPaassss  

tthhee  AAlluumm  HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  rreeaall  

aallee!!!!  DDoonn‟‟tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  lloonngg))..  

  TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  yyoouurr  

lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  

aanndd  wwee  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  
  

  

                                                                                                                        
   

                                                                                                        NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

                      FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

                              22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

                                  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

                      TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                    

                                                                                                                                                    wwwwww..nneemmtt..ccoo..uukk  

  

      OOPPEENN  ––  00993300  ––  11553300  TTuueessddaayy,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy  
  

CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  
  

PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

  

AAlleecc  RReennwwiicckk  --  HHoonn  SSeecc..              aalleecc__rreennwwiicckk@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk  

  
DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr  ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  TTeell..        00119911  55229955338811      MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

  

TTiimm  WWeesstt  --TTrreeaassuurreerr      ttiimmwweesstt..wweesstt@@ggoooogglleemmaaiill..ccoomm          MMoobb..  0077996699990088112233  

  
AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn  --  EEddiittoorr    aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn1155@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk      MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633  

http://www.nemt.co.uk/
mailto:peter-weightman@talktalk.net
mailto:alec_renwick@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dave.a.parker@talktalk.net
mailto:timwest.west@googlemail.com
mailto:arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk

