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September Newsletter 2012

Soundings - restoration progress since the
last newsletter.

Maritime Tales —river / marine related stories.
Events — since last newsletter and in the
future

Members — new active members

Waypoints — local interest

The Resident Poet — Dave de Hart

Thank you for your continuing support

Royal Diadem under sail to Cullercoats

Soundings
Henry Frederick Swan

Planks, Planks and more planks !!!

The last quarter has been concentrating upon fitting new planking to various parts of the
hull, inside and out, to replace damaged sections. New internal planking on the Starboard
side has now been fitted and caulked, whilst the Starboard Bow and all the stern section
outer planking has also been replaced.

‘i
N A long laborious job but very

satisfying one and it now feels as
. though we are making progress.

New planking port aft section
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New planking Starboard Aft

Left - Brian Fenwick and Peter
Waugh renewing starboard bow
planking

Below - Tim West reviewing final
fitting of new upper stern post




Spring Tide

We have also made some progress on the Spring Tide with new top planking and top
piece of the inner stem post. The outer Stem post is currently in manufacture.

Thereafter will be the long job of bending and fitting the numerous ribs.




Maritime Tales
A Wife’s Tale (end)

This will be my last little missive as | am running out of tales to tell, almost! The following
recollections don’t come under any particular theme; they are the odd stories that did not
make it into the previous efforts.

If you have ever lost your luggage you will know how awful the feeling is, imagine if you
were joining a ship for a trip of three to four months and your luggage fails to turn up. This
is what happened to me and | did not see my bags again until | returned home some four
months later. Imagine how upsetting it was when it eventually turned up there was not one
item of clothing that was mine inside the suitcase; just a collection of other people’s bits and
pieces, including children’s toys.

It was a somewhat distraught Chief Engineer’s wife who joined the ship that day; no clothes
other than what | stood up in and the ship ready to sail! As you are no doubt aware the ship
has to sail therefore | had no opportunity to do any shopping. Luckily for me another wife
was on board who gave me a pair of shorts and some underclothes, the crew came up with
an amazing assortment of clothing including a green plastic tank suit! Fortunately the ships
first port of call was going to be Gibraltar where | could go shopping.

As we approached our anchorage the Sparky very kindly sent out a message to the Royal
Navy vessels that were present, as this was the time of the Cod Wars. What I did not know
was that the message sent out was rather brief, if to the point, ‘Chief’s wife on board and has
no clothes, can you help’. Within a short space of time HMS Leander had sent across tee-
shirts and shorts. The tee-shirts were fabulous; they had a motif of the ship on the back and
were made of good quality cotton and they lasted until a few years ago. Needless to say
Arthur sent some cases of beer across to HMS Leander as a thank you.

You can imagine how excited | was to go shore side to buy clothes; altogether there were
four of us, me, the Bosun and other crew members. We went ashore in a launch on a bright
pleasant day, but fate had other plans for the return leg!

As the day progressed the weather worsened and by the time we were due to return to the
ship the sea was quite choppy. We all got on board the launch, which was the easy part
because we were in the harbour, but once we cleared the relative shelter of the harbour
everything changed. 1 just could not imagine how we were to get back on board. The waves
were so big that one moment you were down in a trough looking up at the ship the next you
were looking down on the deck of a loaded tanker. I’m thinking to myself we would have to
go back in to the harbour. Silly girl! The Boson took me to one side and told me that we had
to get back on board and this was how we were going to do it. When he told me to jump |
had to launch myself towards the deck of the ship were someone would catch me. Just to
prove it was feasible one of the crew went first, brave lad. Not willing to let the side down |
did as I was told and leaped like a gazelle into someone’s arms, hanging onto my new
clothes for dear life! Beats shopping in Newcastle!!

Afterwards the Bosun told me that if I had not jumped | would have been pushed!

Contributed by Margaret Hamilton

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell?
Contributions for future issues of the newsletter please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk
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Events

Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the June
Newsletter:

Coble & Keel Boat Society John Lightfoot

South Tyneside College Cadets Arbroath Festival
Heritage Open Days Bistro Night

Peter Arnold (monthly) Alec Renwick (monthly)

John Lightfoot
John CF Swan

Summer Season events:

Fri 22 - Sun 24 June - Seahouses Festival trip was cancelled due to horrendous
weather conditions.

Saturday 7™ July - The Bar-B-Que/Bistro Night was again a great success with
George Welch providing the entertainment. | believe a good time
was had by all and much needed funds were raised.

Fri 4th & Sat 5" August - We took the three Seine Netter fishing boats (‘Sovereign’,
‘Favourite’ and ‘Rachel Douglas’) up to the Arbroath SeaFest,
where we met up with the 'Reaper’. The trip entailed a call-in at
Eyemouth on the way up the coast, with calls at St Abbs and
Seahouses on the way back down.

A thankyou goes to Shelag
Cargill of Abroath who took
these splendid photos of the
three boats when we were
leaving.



Sunday 15" Aug - A visit from the Tynemouth Women'’s’ Lifeboat Guild

Saturday 18™ Aug - Cullercoats Lifeboat Day where we took the ‘Sovereign’ and
cobles ‘Royal Diadem’ & Mike Dawson’s ‘Peggy’

Fri 7" — 9" September - Heritage Open Days, when we had over 50 visitors
Events in the planning:

12" - 14™ Oct - Trip to Seahouses. A previous trip in September had to be
cancelled due to damage to the Rachel Douglas whilst in St
Peters basin.

Members

Benefits of Membership — Quarterly newsletter
- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)

We have three new members during the last period:
George Rowan
Mr K Yuill
Mrs A Yuill

and new honorary member Shelag Cargill of Abroath

Waypoints

We are the North East maritime trust, so what is happening beyond South Shields? Can
anyone contribute news of other things happening up and down our coast? What else is of
interest that we are not covering? —

Please let me know - arthurhamilton15@Yahoo.co.uk
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The Resident Poet

BISTRO EVENING

You cannot beat the fellahs at Wapping Street

They may be getting on a bit, but their brains are spanking new
Instead of concentrating on a bit of boat repairing

The gentlemen mariners are going to have a Bar-B-Que.

With steaks as thick as doorsteps, they will need a special cooker
The blacksmiths fire, for heat it is very hard to beat

The coke gets so hot it can soften metal, this is their special cooker
In seconds it turns sausages brown and ready to eat

A Bar-B-Que with a quiz gets the old geezers heads ticking

Questions on events, battles, sports, and a page of photos on who’s who
Remember guests, younger people what is history to you

Most NEMT remember them happening, they were born before World War 11

They say that music makes the heart grow fonder

To have a dance with your partner you can make a request what to play
Have you got Johnny Cash or Elvis or something with a beat.

Two hours of the band of the Royal Marines playing a life on the ocean way

Not having a high school education | had to check what bistro meant

It originally was Russian for a small cosy restaurant, so | found

Some of the gentlemen mariners will have a small napkin over their left forearm
And others musically inclined will play violins in the background

If the boatyard in Wapping Street starts these Al Fresco meals

Weddings, functions, they will have all the waiters they require

Candle lit dinners over a bottle of wine. Will have to wait a while

All we need now is a chef who can cook fish and chips over a blacksmiths fire.

Contributed by Dave de Hart



Can you help?

Although the trust has gained new members this period we would still welcome new active
members of all disciplines.

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch — write
to NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.

How to find us:

By Ferry from North Shields, Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry landing. Pass
the Alum House pub on your left (although | do recommend the excellent selection of real
ale!! Don't stay too long).

Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your
left.

In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters)
and we are further 50yards on the left.
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North East Maritime Trust
Fisherman's Workshops
2/3 Wapping St.
South Shields
Tyne & Wear NE33 1L.Q
www.nemt.co.uk

OPEN - 0930 — 1600 Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

Contacts :

Peter Weightman - Chairman peter-weightman@talktalk.net

Alec Renwick - Hon Sec. alec renwick@yahoo.co.uk

Dave Parker dave.a.parker@talktalk.net Tel. 01915295381 Mob. 07779785666
Tim West -Treasurer timwest.west@googlemail.com  Mob. 07969908123

Arthur Hamilton - Editor arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk  Mob. 07914047263
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