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December Newsletter 2011

Membership fees were due 1% October, and if not already done so, we
would encourage maintaining membership status by sending the
necessary £10 to Tim West. (see contacts at end of newsletter)

The yearly fees help towards much needed funding for our projects.

December Table Top Sale

il| Welcome to our Xmas newsletter
which is again packed with NEMT’s
latest information.

Soundings - restoration progress
since the last newsletter.

Maritime Tales —river / marine related
stories.

Events — since last newsletter and in
the future

Members — new active members
Waypoints — local interest

The Resident Poet — Dave de Hart

Thank you for your continuing support

Soundings
Henry Frederick Swan

In between other necessary activities — work progresses.
Tim West leads the programme of restoration.

The damaged areas of side planking have now been removed. This has necessitated both
chevron layers being removed in some cases. (see pics).

Two damaged propeller inspection boxes are also being repaired by Dave de Hart and Ron
Clarke (see pics)

Bottom steel brackets have now all been refurbished and a new one manufactured at the
for'd end (see pic).


http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/

Otherwise general clean-up has been constantly progressed by other members

Tim West under the boat

Ron Clarke - inspection box Dave de Hart - Inspection box



Hull Bottom Steel Brackets

The BMC engine removed from the Lifeboat is almost fully overhauled, just awaiting the
return of the fuel injection pump and injectors from specialists Auto Diesel.




Lunchtime break at the stove manufactured by Dave Parker (right)

Maritime Tales
A Change of Lifestyle and Scenery

In March 1974 at 0600 hours sailing northwards west of Namibia as Chief officer on an OBO
(Ore/Bulk/Qil) carrier loaded with crude oil from Ra’s Tannurah, Saudi Arabia towards Augusta,
Sicily, the chatter on the VHF proved to be life-changing.

The Chief Officer on a south-bound Tyne-built supertanker sounded as though he too was
looking for a change. The ship-owners of his vessel were introducing more and more
apparently work efficient practises that one can only imagine being dreamed up in a ‘brain-
storming’ session in the bowels of a UK office.

Little did I know, | was to take over from that Chief Officer in the next company we both later
joined.

We had stopped off Capetown to pick up my relief and he was trying to get his head round the
complexities of maintaining upright stability of an OBO during our forthcoming cargo discharge
in Augusta, no mean feat considering the particular type of construction in one of these
vessels. Capsizing during a loading or unloading operation was a distinct possibility if you got it
wrong!

| left the OBO after we had arrived in Augusta, said goodbye and good luck to my relief and
hot-footed it off to the airport, home to the UK and little did | know, goodbye to living on board
ship in a boiler suit.

Another friend of mine had already applied to Globtik Tankers and had given me a glowing
report of what conditions were like on board, seemed like a good idea so | too sent a c.v.



| also sent in a resignation letter to the local company office in Newcastle that didn’t go down
too well. My presence was required at the office.

| was promised a Master’s job in the very near future but having received no assurances that
my path and that of the OBO would not cross again, | was adamant that | was to seek new
pastures.

An interview at Globtik’s offices in Liverpool followed by a medical and in May 1974 | was on a
plane to Ra’s Tanndrah to join the ‘Globtik London’ as First Officer.

The arrival on board the ship was an eye-opener, everywhere was clean, and the loading
operation was being monitored by officers, in uniform, from the cargo control room.

On the next deck above the Control Room, | was introduced to the Captain who was having his
lunch selected from a buffet, the likes of which would have graced any upmarket hotel.

Three weeks later | was promoted Chief Officer, relieving the incumbent when he went on
leave on arrival in Japan. Several voyages followed on the sister-ship ‘Globtik Tokyo’ as Chief
Officer then in September 1976 | was promoted to the rank of Master.

Indeed, a change in lifestyle.

The ‘Globtik London’ was a ULCC (Ultra Large Crude Carrier) of 483, 933 Deadweight tonnes,
360 metres in length with a beam of 60 metre and a loaded draught of 28 metres.

-

Contributed by Tim West

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell?
Contributions for future issues of the newsletter please to
arthurhamilton158@btinternet.com

Events

Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the
September Newsletter:

Lightfoot Charity Family Trust (quarterly)  Peter Arnold (monthly)
Northumberland Fishing Heritage Trust Alec Renwick (monthly)
MS Kington

John Fogg



The trust has also held a number of events to help with raising funds:

Friday 16" September - Gateshead Bridges 10 year celebration, sail past of a flotilla of local
small boats. The trust was represented by the Rachel Douglas, Favourite and Sovereign
(Seine Netter fishing boats).

Monday 3" October - Age UK promotion day at Temple Park Leisure Centre
1000 ~ 1600 hours

Tuesday 11™ & Wednesday 19" October — Age UK open days at the workshop 1000 ~
1100 & 1300 ~o0 1400 hours each day

Saturday 3™ December — “Table Top Sale” at the Trust. We eventually held our 2™ sale
and this was once again very successful in raising much needed funds

Members

Membership fees are due in October and membership could be boosted if all lapsed
members were to re-join and aid the trust. Tim West would love to hear from you all.

Benefits of Membership — Quarterly newsletter
- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
- Opportunity to take part in events

We have six new members during the last period including the four active members below:

John Fogg

Richard Schofield
George Richardson
Simon Ritchie

Additionally we have the ‘A’ Team of three enthusiastic teenagers, Luke, Leon and James,
who manage to spend some time at the yard in between Sea Scouts activities.

Waypoints
Regional News
We are the North East maritime trust, so what is happening beyond South Shields? Can
anyone contribute news of other things happening up and down our coast? What else is of
interest that we are not covering? - Please let me know. Arthur -
arthurhamilton158 @btinternet.com



The Resident Poet

Newcomers at NEMT

Who the N.E.M.T. get to work for them

To outsiders it will never cease to amaze

They pay no wages, bonus or pension

And all this work they do, always comes with praise

It surprises me how these elderly gentlemen get to Wapping Street
No cars, a bus pass is there only form of transport around the town
They all have one thing in common, tradesmen they say they are
Everywhere that they have worked, all have had to close down

So now they are casting a net a little further afield

North as far as Cullercoats which is close to theTynemouth
One volunteer comes all the way from Sunderland

The prime catch of the season, is from way down south

Meet Alex, ex. Royal Navy, ex. Medic on glory ships

They greyhounds of the sea, on these his working life is spent

Now in retirement we have him, all our secrets he will fathom

Take him back to Portsmouth, and open his own branch on the Solent

Kevin he is from Sunderland the capital of the Wear
He has to get two buses to get down to the Tyne
He is our woodcarver, Engineer, and tea boy

His trial period is nearly over, it's working out fine

With Gerry when he started they tested him to extreme

To see what he was like when he worked on steel

They gave him a nail gun, muffs, and a mask. Upside down
For three weeks he chipped rust off the keel

Ronnie the Docker comes from Whitley Bay sorry Cullercoats
He has not fit in well, a cloud hangs over this gent

The NEMT don’t like people who ride two horses

If he is committed to us, then get rid of that allotment

And like all organisations we look to the future. Our youth team
Luke and Leon our future is in their hands and can be seen

The technology that they can bring to our workshop

And still learn new skills that were all the rage in nineteen seventeen

Merry Christmas to all our readers

If I missed you it's because | forgot you
At my age it is a reasonable excuse
And it is so very very true

Contributed by Dave de Hart



“Merry Christmas”

To you and yours

from N.E.M.T.



Can you help?

Although the trust has gained a six members including four new active members this period we
could do still do with some help.

An Electrician would be useful.

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch — write to
NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.

How to find us:

By Ferry from North Shields, Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry landing. Pass the Alum
House pub on your left (although | do recommend the excellent selection of real ale!! Don'’t stay too
long).

Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your left.

In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) and we are
further 50yards on the left.
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North East Maritime Trust
Fisherman's Workshops
2/3 Wapping St.
South Shields
Tyne & Wear NE33 1LQ
Contacts :
Peter Weightman, Chairman peter-weightman@talktalk.net
Alec Renwick, Hon Sec. alec renwick@yahoo.co.uk
Dave Parker dave.a.parker@talktalk.net Tel. 01915295381 Mob. 07779785666
Tim West, Treasurer timwest.west@googlemail.com Mob. 07969908123
The Editor - Arthur Hamilton arthurhamilton158@btinternet.com Mob. 07914047263
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