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 September Newsletter 2011 

 
 

 

Boatyard Bistro 
 
 
Welcome to our autumn newsletter which is 
again packed with NEMT’s latest 
information.  

SSoouunnddiinnggss    --  rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprrooggrreessss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  

llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr..    
MMaarriittiimmee  TTaalleess  ––rriivveerr  //  mmaarriinnee  rreellaatteedd  

ssttoorriieess..     

EEvveennttss  ––  ssiinnccee  llaasstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  

ffuuttuurree  

MMeemmbbeerrss  ––  nneeww  aaccttiivvee  mmeemmbbeerrss  

WWaayyppooiinnttss    --  llooccaall  iinntteerreesstt    

TThhee  RReessiiddeenntt  PPooeett  ––  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  --  DDaavvee  BBeellll 

 

Thank you for your continuing support 
 

Soundings 
Henry Frederick Swan 
 
There is not a lot of visible change to the progress onboard the Lifeboat, but internal 
cleaning has virtually been completed by Charlie Lowden, Dave de Hart and Doug Miller, 
and the steel keel is now almost all cleaned-up and primer coated. This has been virtually a 
one man effort by Jerry Dudman.  Thanks Jerry. (with a little help from Ian Thomas and 
Dave de Hart)    
 

 
 
 
 

Jerry at Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk/
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Wonders of wonders we are now refitting some of the damaged woodwork inside the 
boat.  A start has been made by making and fitting a new aft bulkhead for the engine 
room and the stern brackets in the shaft area have been painstakingly removed 
cleaned-up, primed and refitted.  
 

 

Old Bulkhead      New Bulkhead  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fitted bulkhead and stern bracket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The BMC engine removed from the Lifeboat is now currently undergoing overhaul.  This 
was seized-up, but so far the only sign of problems has been a vast accumulation of 
gung and traces of water in the sump, which has generally gummed-up the engine 
bearings/shafting.  The bearings have been cleaned-up and the engine is now turning 
freely.  (note the technical engineering terms !)       
 
However the reduction gearbox was found to also have evidence of water and the 
bearing is badly rusted  and seized-
up.  The bearing and seals will 
have to be renewed.  
 

 

 

Our newly established 

engineering department !!  
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Royal Diadem II 
 
The Royal Diadem II is now back in the water after a bit of touch-up of the anti-fouling and 
refurbishment of the reversing gearbox, which needed new bearings. 
 
We have also fitted a more functional shaft coupling to provide flexibility. 

 

 

Checking shaft coupling alignment  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Hamilton with Dave Parker taking 

the boat for a short trip to check 

serviceability.  
 
 

 
All now ready for Cullercoats Festival. 
 
Foy Boat 
 
A recent addition to the workload has been the repair of a Foy Boat with damaged hull 
planking. 
 
Ralph Donnelly from the Foy Boat Association needed a repair to Foy Boat No.5  
This was a rather wide beamed foy boat and needed some shifting of existing projects to 
provide space.  Fortunately Peter, who is now becoming the expert in fitting new planks got 
to work and the boat was repaired and returned within the month, with four new sections of 
planking.    
  

 
 
 
  

Peter 

Waugh & 

Charlie 

Lowdon 

have it 

sussed.  
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Spring Tide 

 
Work progresses slowly – I think two more planks have been fitted by Peter Waugh in 
between repairing the foy boat and holidays.    
 
 
Wreck Removed  
 
For as long as the Maritime Trust has been established we have had the dubious pleasure 
of seeing the Hulk (complete with nesting seagulls) in the river alongside our own Royal 

Diadem II moorings.  Well 
now it has gone!!  Associate 
member Clive Taylor has 
taken part ownership of this 
pinnace with the intention of 
restoring it.    
 
 

The Rachel Douglas (After 

its trip to Abroath) is seen 

here preparing to tow the 

Hulk to Tynedock. 
 
 
 

 
 
Chains 

 

 
 
Do you remember these chains ?   
 
Well this is the next part of the process of establishing moorings for the Trust’s boats.  We 
have already put down marker buoys and now have the weights made-up ready for the first 
opportunity to get the moorings completed  
 

 
“Materialistics” Connection (Collection) 
 
Continuing our association with the “Materialistics” (Ladies that knit and knatter) Dave 
Parker has built a ‘Hanzel and Gretal’ house for the ladies to cover with knitting for their 
latest project  “Once Upon a Time” based on children’s literature.  The full display will be in 
the gallery at the Customs House from 3rd Dec through to the end of January.  
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Dave proud builder of his Wendy 

House (is he moving in ?) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Men of Action  

 

 

       

L to R 

Brian Fenwick and Ron Clarke (men of 

mystery) 

 
 

 
L to R 

Peter Waugh, Dave de Hart, Charlie 

Lowdon and Jerry Dudman  

 
 
 
 
 

Maritime Tales 
 
First Trip 
 
My first appointment with Stevie Clarke’s was as relief second mate on the old “SS 
Flathouse,” (Stevie Clarke’s) a ship that was one year older than I was.  I was told to report 
to her at Seaham Harbour.  On arriving at Seaham I found her moored at the buoys in the 
middle of the dock.  As I was going out to her there was a boat coming in the opposite 
direction.  A voice shouted over “are you the second mate”.  On my affirmative reply his 
retort was “I am the Old Man.  See you in the shipping office in the morning”.     
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On gong aboard I was greeted by the Mate who told me. “You are going alongside in the 
morning.  The loading procedure is in the front of the log book” and off he went.  Next one 
was the Chief Engineer. “you won’t need the engines will you?”  Not knowing what to say I 
said Ok and off he went as well.  
 
You might say that at the age of twenty I was thrown in the deep end.  Anyway we did get 
moved Ok with the assistance of the pilot, who incidentally wanted to know if we had the 
engine available and a bosun with two deck hands. 
 
Then off to the shipping office to sign-on and there I met the Old Man.  His instructions were 
“don’t forget to send the telegrams when you are loaded and ready to sail.”  Eventually we 
did get loaded, albeit a little by the head, and sailed for Southampton, where we usually 
anchored-off to wait the tide for berthing at the gas works.  The time waiting was spent 
playing dominoes in the saloon.  The Chief Engineer had his favourite place by the open 
coal fire and nearly always won the dominoes.  One time when I was up forward to ‘let go’ 
the Old Man told me that he would not ring the engine-off until I had time to get to the 
saloon and sit in the Chief’s place.  When I arrived I just got a black look and he even lost 
the game that day.   
 
My final ship was the “Seaford” with a right so-and-so of an Old Man. (now deceased).  
When we were ready to sail you had to telephone him ashore and if his wife answered she 
would tell you to be sure and meet him at the bus stop and carry his bag for him.  He hated 
pilots.  If one was late he would sail without him or as soon as he put his foot on the ladder 
from the quay he would order to ‘let go’. 
 
Once we had dropped the Pilot the Old Man changed into his pyjamas and turned in. and 
spent most of the trip in his bunk.  The steward used to have to cut his breakfast up for him 
so he could eat it with one hand whilst still in bed.  He even had a urine bottle so he did not 
need to get up for the toilet.   
 
Because we spent a good deal of our time at home (watch ashore - NE Coast agreement) 
we needed to be issued with weekly ration cards.  The Old Man drew these cards at the NE 
port, but the old so-and-so used to draw a second set in the south also.  So we often got 
two sets a week.  On arrival at Shoreham he used to leave ship as soon as we got in the 
lock.  Then he was off to stay with his female friend.  This time the steward had to carry his 
bag to the bus stop.  The main reason for this was that the bag contained food and it was 
illegal to take food ashore from the ship.  Maybe this is why he needed the second weekly 
ration card.   
I had to meet him every morning in the agent’s office and tell him how things were going 
and when we were likely to be ready to sail.            
 

       Contributed by Dave Bell  
 

This all sounds very familiar to me. I experienced similar goings-on when I did my first trip 
on a small coastal chemical tanker after being previously deep sea on a large bulk carrier.  
Home trade was definitely a different life to deep sea. - Arthur 
 
Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell? 
Contributions for future issues of the newsletter please to 
arthurhamilton158@btinternet.com   
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Events 

 
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the June 
Newsletter:  

  
 Tyne Foy Boats Association Peter Arnold (monthly)  
 Abroath Sea Fisheries Festival Alec Renwick (monthly) 
 Dave Bell  
   

   
The trust has also held a number of events to help with raising funds:  
 
17 July  -  Tynemouth Lifeboat festival – unfortunately we didn’t find the time to get to this 

event. It is a pity considering the Henry Frederick Swan was a Tynemouth 
boat.   

 
- Meeting with “Coble and Keel Boat Society” was a friendly convivial affair at a 

local hostelry, to talk about areas of common interest and the Trust is 
grateful to the Society for its welcome during the Cullercoats event.    

 
Sat 6th August -  The ‘Boatyard Bistro’ with various hot dishes (thanks to members 

of the Trust) and plenty of desserts (mainly supplied by the ladies of the 
Materialistics), proved to be a successful evening. (and the weather was kind) 
Thank you to all contributors.  

 
  Approx. 90 happy people enjoying the entertainment supplied by local vocalist 

/ guitarist Jack Burness.  There were many queries as to when we would do 
this again – so it looks like “a good time was had by all”.    

 
Wed 10th to Wed 17th August  

 – Abroath, St Abbs, Eyemouth trip in Rachel Douglas and Favourite.  I believe it 
was quite a successful trip received well by the different ports and with few 
hitches.  

 
Satuday 17th August – Cullercoats day, with The Royal Diadem II. I believe this was quite 

successful 
 
Saturday 3rd September – “Table Top Sale” at the Trust.  This has been postponed until 
possible November / December due to commitments elsewhere.   
 
Thurs 8th to Sunday 11th September - Heritage open days at the Trust.  This was very 
successful and resulted in over 100 visitors and possible new members.  
 
Coming Soon: 
 
Friday 16th September - Gateshead Bridges 10 year celebration, where there will be a sail 
past of a flotilla of local small boats.  We intend to have the Royal Diadem II, Rachel 
Douglas, Favourite and Sovereign participating. 
 
Monday 3rd October - Age UK promotion day at Temple Park Leisure Centre 
1000 ~ 1600 hours 
 
Tuesday 11th & Wednesday 19th October – Age UK open days at the workshop 1000 ~ 
1100 & 1300 ~o 1400 hours each day 
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 Members 

 
The trust now has membership totalling 93 with 17 actively participating in boat restoration. 
 
Membership fees are due in October and membership could be boosted if all lapsed 
members (not included in above total) were to re-join and aid the trust. Tim West would love 
to hear from you all.  
 
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter 

- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
- Opportunity to take part in events  

 
We welcome onboard new active members:   Brian Teale and Alex Thurkettle 
 

  

  WWaayyppooiinnttss  
Regional News 
We are the North East maritime trust, so what is happening beyond South Shields? Can 

anyone contribute news of other things happening up and down our coast? What else is of 
interest that we are not covering? – Please let me know.  Arthur - 
arthurhamilton158@btinternet.com 

  

  TThhee  RReessiiddeenntt  PPooeett    
  

  MMIINNNNIIEE  BBEECCKK’’ss  PPuubb  11995588  

  

  JJuusstt  uupp  ffrroomm  WWhhiitteehhiillll  ppoonntt  ccooaall  ssttaaiitthheess  

  TThheerree  ssttoooodd  aa  ssmmaallll  ppuubblliicc  hhoouussee  

  IIttss  rreeaall  nnaammee  II  ccaannnnoott  rreemmeemmbbeerr  

  BBuutt  iitt  hhaass  aa  lloott  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ssmmaallll  mmoouussee  

  

  IItt  wwaass  aallwwaayyss  ccaalllleedd  MMiinnnniiee  BBeecckk’’ss  PPuubb  

  AAfftteerr  tthhee  llaaddyy  wwhhoo  wwaass  tthheenn  iinn  cchhaarrggee  

  IInn  ffaacctt  sshhee  wwaass  qquuiittee  aa  ssmmaallll  llaaddyy  

  BBuutt  hheerr  bbooddyy  bbuuiilldd  wwaass  ffaatt  ttoo  llaarrggee  

    

  LLaaddss  ooffff  tthhee  ccoolllliieerr  sshhiippss  ggeettttiinngg  llooaaddeedd  

  WWoouulldd  ppoopp  iinn  ffoorr  aa  llaauugghh  aanndd  aa  ppiinntt  

  OOnn  tthhee  CCaappttaaiinn’’ss  oorrddeerrss  MMiinnnniiee  wwoouulldd  tthhrrooww  tthheemm  oouutt  

  SSoo  ttoo  tthhee  sshhiipp  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  mmaakkee  fflliigghhtt  

  

  MMiinnnniiee  hheerrsseellff  wwaass  aa  ccaannnnyy  oolldd  ddeeaarr  

  AA  ggoooodd  llaannddllaaddyy  wwiitthh  aa  ggoooodd  hheeaarrtt  

  WWhheenn  sseeaammeenn  ffrroomm  aannyy  sshhiipp  ppooppppeedd  iinn  

  TThheeyy  wweerree  mmaaddee  wweellccoommee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaarrtt  

    

  JJuusstt  lliikkee  tthhee  WWhhiitteehhiillll  PPoonntt  ccooaall  ssttaaiitthheess  aanndd  tthhee  sshhooppss  

  TThhee  lliittttllee  ppuubb  hhaass  nnooww  bbeeeenn  ppuulllleedd  ddoowwnn  

  WWhheenn  aa  lloott  ooff  sseeaammeenn  hheeaarrdd  tthhiiss  

  TThheeyy  sshhoowweedd  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  ddeepprreessssiinngg  ffrroowwnn  

  

  TToo  tthhee  mmaannyy  ssaaiilloorrss  MMiinnnniieess  wwaass  aa  hhaappppyy  ppllaaccee  

  AAllwwaayyss  ggoooodd  ddrriinnkk,,  llaauugghhtteerr  aanndd  ffuunn  

  BBuutt  iitt  iiss  aannootthheerr  ppiieeccee  ooff  tthhee  TTyynnee’’ss  rriivveerrssiiddee  hhiissttoorryy  

  TThhaatt  wwaass  sshhoott  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  gguunn  

  

      wwwwww..lliibbrraarryycclluubb..ccoo..uukk//MMeemmoorriieess  
    

      CCoonnttrriibbuutteedd  bbyy  DDaavvee  BBeellll  
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Can you help? 
 

Although the trust has gained a few members and two new active members this period we could do 
still do with some help. 

As most of the current members’ time is spent restoring boats, etc. we find it difficult to organise and 

fit in other activities therefore we especially need somebody for event organising / fund raising / 

community liaison / marketing, and general administration. Any of you members have any spare 
time ? 

 

Also an Electrician would be useful.  
 

 

If you think you may be able to help or can recommend someone please get in touch – write to 

NEMT at Wapping Street or email any of the members listed below.  
  

HHooww  ttoo  ffiinndd  uuss::  

BByy  FFeerrrryy  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  SShhiieellddss,,  TTuurrnn  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rrooaadd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  ffeerrrryy  llaannddiinngg..  PPaassss  tthhee  AAlluumm  

HHoouussee  ppuubb  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt  ((aalltthhoouugghh  II  ddoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  rreeaall  aallee!!!!  DDoonn’’tt  ssttaayy  ttoooo  

lloonngg))..  

  TTaakkee  aa  lleefftt  aatt  tthhee  nneexxtt  rroouunnddaabboouutt  aanndd  ccuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  rriivveerr  oonn  yyoouurr  lleefftt..  

IInn  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  mmiinnuutteess  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  ““CCoommiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr””  ((bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  CCaaddeett  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss))  aanndd  wwee  aarree  

ffuurrtthheerr  5500yyaarrddss  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  

  

                                                                                                                           
   

                                                                                                        NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt  MMaarriittiimmee  TTrruusstt    

                      FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

                              22//33  WWaappppiinngg  SStt..  

                                  SSoouutthh  SShhiieellddss  

                      TTyynnee  &&  WWeeaarr  NNEE3333  11LLQQ                                                                                                                                                              
CCoonnttaaccttss  ::  

PPeetteerr  WWeeiigghhttmmaann,,  CChhaaiirrmmaann  NNEEMMTT..              ppeetteerr--wweeiigghhttmmaann@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  

AAlleecc  RReennwwiicckk,,  HHoonn  SSeecc..NNEEMMTT                  aalleecc__rreennwwiicckk@@yyaahhoooo..ccoo..uukk  

  

DDaavvee  PPaarrkkeerr  ddaavvee..aa..ppaarrkkeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett  TTeell..        00119911  55229955338811      MMoobb..    0077777799778855666666  

TTiimm  WWeesstt  ttiimmwweesstt..wweesstt@@ggoooogglleemmaaiill..ccoomm          MMoobb..  0077996699990088112233  
TThhee  EEddiittoorr  --  AArrtthhuurr  HHaammiillttoonn    aarrtthhuurrhhaammiillttoonn115588@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm      MMoobb..  0077991144004477226633  

mailto:peter-weightman@talktalk.net
mailto:alec_renwick@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dave.a.parker@talktalk.net
mailto:timwest.west@googlemail.com
mailto:arthurhamilton158@btinternet.com

