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             December Newsletter 2010
Welcome to our end of 
year newsletter which is 
again packed with 
NEMT’s latest 
information. Please 
remember our  SoundingsSoundings  
which was added in the 
last newsletter with a 
focus on current events, 
and  WaypointsWaypoints  for future 
developments. 
Also  check  out  our  new 
Northeast Only Recipes in 
The  Galley  Slave at  the 
end of this newsletter! 
Again,  it’s  always  a 
pleasure to write about the 
progress and hard work by 
our  Friends  and 

supporters who are so important to NEMT. 

Soundings
 NEMT  has continued to celebrate its partnership with the Customs House by setting up an extra 
attraction at this year’s Knitted Victorian Christmas show which then moved to a Harrogate Show 
on  25  to  28-November.   This  included  making  the  basic  frames,  a  sleigh,  fully  working 
grandfather clock (which kept perfect time) and reindeers.  Also included was the making of 
wooden plinths, numerous stretcher frames and setting up of the South Shields gallery shows 
"Grand Tour" of Salma’s Dream. 
The  knitters  had  formed  their  own  group  called  ‘The  Materialistics’  and  NEMT  was  well 
represented too, with prime position given in the foyer of the grand hall.  On Sunday when it was 
time to pack up, the snow started and there was about 4inches in a couple of hours. Everything 
was grid locked and Harrogate had come to a halt. In fact we were even offering hire of the sleigh 
to get home!! Everything had to be broken down and carried across a main road through the 
traffic and snow to our van which was driven by Tim West. It was an epic journey home....what 
should have taken 2hrs became 5 and a half. The Sleigh and Santa then had to be reinstalled into 

the Customs House shop the next morning and it's on 
show there till next year.

Property Repairs -  Not the most popular of jobs, but 
everything else  depends on keeping the workshop in 
good condition. The roof gutters have been in very poor 
condition  for  a  long  time  but  Tim West  and  Arthur 
Hamilton have been leading on overdue repairs. This 
follows work which was carried out a couple of years 
ago to seal leaks but time had taken its toll. Tim and 
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Arthur have now removed the troublesome old sheet metal rainwater goods, which have been 
replaced with new plastic materials fixed in time for the winter weather (good timing).

Henry Frederick Swan
Work continues, with a lot of unseen work going on. Tim West has been preparing extensive 
administration and planning schedules of the work, seeking potential suppliers, estimating the 
time needed and finally looking at where to source the funds required. Arthur Hamilton has been 
checking the list of steelwork looking into material costs and getting estimates. 
One outcome has been the production of a very smart fundraising leaflet to inform everyone of 
our scheme. We hope this will encourage the public to put their hands in their pockets and help  
finance the project. Tim’s document will also act as an introductory piece when approaching grant 
providing bodies.
The rudder was recently stripped down and then the stern whaleback removed. The latter was a 
difficult job as it had been built in situ and the fixings could not be withdrawn without damaging 
the planking, so all screws and nails had to be cut through between the faces of adjacent timbers, a 
very slow and careful task. This was completed successfully so that the whole unit is now on the 
workshop floor. The drop keel housing and keel were also removed, hard and heavy work.
Brian Fenwick has continued with the work of stripping out and cleaning the inside of the hull,  
carefully removing defective components for manufacture of replacements. Work started under 
the forward deck and has continued back to the fuel tank area. This is no easy job, being very 

confined  in  places  –  far  from  comfortable  –  but 
necessary.

  Removing the drop keel housing and keel

Spring Tide
Charlie Lowdon and Peter Waugh have been concentrating their efforts on replacing defective 
timber on Spring Tide. The keel has been removed so that some bottom planks can be replaced  
and new timber has been inserted in the lower stem. This little salmon rowing boat from Whitburn 
is rapidly progressing towards a successful completion of the woodwork element.



              New Apron                                                          New Planks 

Sovereign News

Sovereign entered Fred Crowell’s boat 
shed (next door to ours) in the summer 
and extensive restoration work has been 
undertaken in the last few months.
Work  started  with  the  hull  which 
suffered from loosening of planks. The 
keel was found to be flexing at a scarf 
joint, causing a lot of movement over a 
large area. This has now been repaired 
and  the  whole  keel  fitted  with  steel 
bottom  and  side  plates.  The  rotten 
rudder shaft has had to be replaced. The 
hull  planking  has  been  re-nailed  with 

nearly 2000 new spikes, several planks replaced, joints caulked and filled. The tops of frames near 
the stem suffered from worm infestation and new ends have been scarfed on. Damaged areas of  
deck  have  been  replaced.  The  old  engine  has  been  removed  for  replacement  by  a  newly 
overhauled one of the same type (a Gardner 6LW). The gearbox off the old engine has been 
dismantled for  reassembly onto  the  replacement;  quite  an  extensive  job and nothing like  the 
simple arrangement on an automotive application. New fuel tanks have been manufactured to 
replace the old leaking ones.
The above is just a very brief description of the work that has been done to bring the vessel back  
to good order and more is to be done over the winter.
The project has been hampered by the failure to secure an expected grant from one of our national 
organisations. Fred has gone to great lengths to find ways of making the job achievable in spite of 
major funding problems. Materials and methods have been changed to make the works possible 
with the minimum impact on quality or appearance.
Fortunately the National Historic Ships Committee contributed an emergency sustainability grant 
for the hull work and the Port of Tyne Fund came to the rescue with sponsorship to make it  
possible  for  the  boat  to  work  again  by  supporting  the  engine  replacement.  Beyond  these 

supporters, the vessel has relied on funding from the 
trustees  of  the  Northumbrian Fishing Heritage  Trust, 
who are all NEMT members. It is hoped that Sovereign 
will be ready to tour events before the summer of 2011.



Left, Fred caulking the joints and above, Old engine (left) and replacement engine (right) in NEMT’s 
workshop whilst the gearbox is transferred.

WaypointsWaypoints
Regional News
We are the  North East maritime trust, so what about what is happening beyond South Shields? 
Can anyone contribute news of what is happening up and down our coast? What else is of interest  
that we are not covering? – Please let us know.
Can you help?
Running the Friends and the Trust is in the hands of comparatively few people and we could do 
with some help, but this does not need to be physical work. We are looking for someone who can  
put together this newsletter – do you fancy being editor? We are also looking for a new Secretary;  
our present secretary has done a fine job for several years but has a lot of pressure due to a change 
of personal circumstances so a successor is needed. If you think you may be able to help or can 
recommend  someone  please  get  in  touch  –  write  to  NEMT  at  Wapping  Street  or  email 
peter_weightman@talktalk.net

The ‘Galley Slave’The ‘Galley Slave’
Northumberland Casserole
Ingredients: 
3 quarters of a pound (325 gm) lambs liver 
2 large onions, sliced 
half ounce (12 gm) seasoned flour 
6 rashers bacon 
1 ounce (25 gm) fat for frying 
half pint (300 ml) stock 
1 and a half pound (780 gm) potatoes peeled, boiled and sliced
The Method (sometimes done under extreme weather conditions!): Wash the liver under running water and then 
blanch by pouring over salted boiling water. Drain and dip into the seasoned flour coating carefully on each side. 
Fry quickly in hot fat. Remove from the pan and then quickly add the potatoes and onions in the same dripping. 
Lay layers of liver, onions and potatoes in a 3-pint casserole dish. Chop the bacon rashers roughly and sprinkle 
over the top. Pour on stock, cover and cook at gas mark 5, 375 F (190 C) for 30 minutes. It’s also safe to say that 
you can add just ‘aboot oot’ at hand to this versatile menu, ‘ya na, blak pud’n’, sausages etc, sorry! 

If you have any ideas about traditional northeast recipes to add here, just let us know. 

Please find enclosed with this issue the following important information: - HFS Appeal leaflet 
and a further appeal for Friends membership renewals.
We wish everyone connected with NEMT a very happy Christmas a great New Year and fair 
winds in 2011.

How to find us:How to find us:
By Ferry from North Shields, Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry landing. Pass the Alum By Ferry from North Shields, Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry landing. Pass the Alum 
House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent selection of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent selection of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).
  Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your left.Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your left.
In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) and we are In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) and we are 
50yards on the left.50yards on the left.
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      Fisherman's Workshops      Fisherman's Workshops
          2/3 Wapping St.          2/3 Wapping St.
            South Shields            South Shields
            Tyne & Wear            Tyne & Wear  
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Friends of NEMTFriends of NEMT  
  Dave Parker,Dave Parker,
dave.a.parker@talktalk.netdave.a.parker@talktalk.net              Tel.    0191 5295381              Tel.    0191 5295381  

                                             Mob.  07779785666                                             Mob.  07779785666
Other contacts :Other contacts :
Peter WeightmanPeter Weightman
Chairman NEMT.      Chairman NEMT.      peter-weightman@talktalk.netpeter-weightman@talktalk.net
Alec RenwickAlec Renwick
Hon Sec.NEMT        Hon Sec.NEMT        alec_renwick@yahoo.co.ukalec_renwick@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:alec_renwick@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:peter-weightman@talktalk.net
mailto:dave.a.parker@talktalk.net

