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Orcadian racing yacht restoration 
completed. 

Built by the 
Linkleter family 
in 1908, on the 
beach at 
Tynemouth, this 
stylish racing 
yacht had been 
stored in a 
garage for many 
years. The boat 

was brought into the trust’s workshops at 
the end of 2018 where she has had several 
ribs and her framework replaced in oak, a 
new keelband fitted and her deck replaced 

with marine ply 
– quite a 
transformation! 
She has now 
been returned 
to her owners 
and we hope to 
see her sailing 
on the river and 
along the coast 
this summer. 
Some of the 

family have worked with us on her.  She’s 
now good for another 110 years maybe? 

 

Bedford lifeboat comes home after 
50 years. 

Replacing the space left in the workshop 
(and more!) by Orcadian, comes the trust’s 
new major restoration project – the former 
South Shields pulling lifeboat Bedford: built 
in the town in 1886. 
This true 
piece of 
North East 
maritime 
history left 
the town 
on the 
back of a 
lorry, ignominiously in 1968. She returned 
proudly last month to our workshop with 
her original carriage just a few hundred 
metres 
from her 
boathouse 
where she 
was in 
service for 
her entire 
working 
life of fifty-
one years 
until 1937, saving 49 lives.  Her carriage 
weighing 2.7 tons, was also craned over our 
workshop roof where it is being treated as a 



Cygnet new-build progress. 
Good progress has been made with our first 
new-build: the boarding boat Cygnet.  All the 
planking has been nailed up and the ribs 
steamed and bent in position.  The inwyvers 
and engine-bearers are fitted and work is 
underway on her listings and gunwhales. 

Credit to our 
‘evening class’ 

volunteers 
who work on 
her on Monday 
and Thursday 
nights – she’s 
looking really 
good. 
 

 
Bridlington Sailing Coble Weekend 

2019. 
We are currently making plans to take part 
in this event which is to take place between 
26th and 28th July.  We hope to motor/sail 
down the coast in the newly restored 
lifeboat Henry Frederick Swan accompanied 
by other historic vessels and join our coble 
Royal Diadem II which will have been 
delivered by road a few days before.  We 
hope to have an equally successful 
weekend’s sailing as we had last year, 
returning the following week – it should be 
quite an adventure! 
 

 
 

separate piece 
of restoration 
work. The 
main issue will 
be to rebuild 
its iron-
rimmed 
wheels. The 
trust has 
contacted a 
local wheelright who will help us to rebuild 
the damaged wheels which is a skill-set our 
volunteers are keen to learn. Traditionally, 
wheels like 
these are 
made of elm 
(hub), oak 
(spokes) and 
ash (wooden 
rim or ‘feloes’).  
The iron ‘tyre’ 
is heated up 
until red-hot to 
expand, dropped onto the wheel rim and it 
contracts and squeezes all the wooden 
joints together, as it cools. As long as the 
wheel doesn’t catch fire, it sounds like fun!   
Meanwhile, we have started to examine the 
construction and timber of the boat itself 
and so far we have found that the planking 
and frames are reassuringly sound. The 
paint is to be 
analysed and in 
the next issue of 
the newsletter 
we will provide 
details of how 
we are planning 
to return her to 
original 1886 
condition which 
will mean removing the remaining signs of 
her engine that was fitted in 1935. 

 



Former Tynemouth lifeboat Henry Frederick Swan re-launches  

after 14 years of restoration. 

In the glorious sunshine of Easter Saturday afternoon, the trust was proud to re-launch the 

fully restored 101 year-old lifeboat, enjoyed by a crowd of over 100 invited guests and 

supporters.  With press coverage from all the north east local papers, TV and Radio, it was 

quite a day!  We hope you enjoyed the event, but if you were unable to attend, these pictures 

might give a flavour of the day…….. 

 
 
 

South Shields MP Emma Lewell-Buck 
enjoying a joke with the old-timers. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Waiting for the off! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The band of The People’s Mission keeping 
us all entertained.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Trust Director and MC for the day, Paul 
Nicholson with the crowd in the 

 palm of his hand! 
 

 

 
 
 

Celebratory cake courtesy of 
 Linda Bolam – nice! 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The Reverend Philip Bullock, blessed the 
boat and thanked the volunteers for their 
hard work with the boat restoration 
(including a special mention to Tim West 
and Charlie Lowdon – sadly neither of 
whom lived to see the launch). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Off she goes! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

View from the bridge: a great crowd. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

……and from ‘Little Suzie’. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Great support from the RNLI as the 
present day Tynemouth lifeboat meets her 
101 year-old predecessor for the first 
time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Henry Frederick Swan ‘resting’ at 
Newcastle quayside for a few days. 
 
 
 

 


