’The Boatyard’ – June 2016
Thank You for your continuing support
In this Issue
- Ahoy there – Pictures / items of interest
- Soundings – restoration progress / projects since the last newsletter
- Development – Changes at the Trust
- Maritime Tales – river / maritime related stories
- Events – since last newsletter and in the future
- Members – new members / members issues
Ahoy there
Ready for Business
It is quite fitting to have the Royal Diadem II (the first boat we restored) to be the first boat in
our new facility, which was previously Fred Crowell’s boat yard.
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Soundings
Henry Frederick Swan
Work continues on the fenders
We are now at the stage where wood
battens are being fitted over the
polystyrene blocks.

Rudder steering arms

The new rudder has had a trial fit to check
the alignment of the pintle (rudder stock)
and below Kevin Conn is machining part of
the rudder stock assembly

Rudder part assembly
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Here we have the steering wheel
assembly fitted at the for’d bulkhead
of the after whaleback. From this
wires are fed back to the rudder
steering arms which turn the rudder
to manoeuvre the boat.

Meanwhile the fuel tanks which were sent
away for cleaning have now been fitted
inside the compartments within the boat.

This view
Two housings for the fuel tank
sounding tubes
and
The Drop Keel lifter in
position under the thwart.

The BMC engine, which was
overhauled four years ago, has now
been brought out of storage for
another shop test (4 hours running)
before installing in the boat.

Chris Taggart (left) and Arthur
Hamilton (right) testing the engine
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Foy Boat Joan

Restoration of the foy boat is nearing
completion. After having knees, thwarts
and seating made and fitted she is now
getting a full paint job.

After seating

The inboard wood work has
been painted a deep green,
whilst the outboard planking
has had several coats of grey
primer and then black finishing
paint.

Developments
Yes we have finally taken possession of what was Fred Crowell’s boatyard.
After renewing the haulage system for the slipway boat trolley (new wire, snatch blocks and
winch control system) we have pulled in the Royal Diadem II for much needed attention.
However we still have problems with the roof covering and are currently seeking the
necessary funding.
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Maritime Tales
Since 2015 the Trust has been visited by the travel writer Myra Robinson, who spends a lot
of time in Italy and is keen to create an association with a unique canal museum and boating
community in Battaglia Terme.
For any members visiting Venice, or Padua we recommend a visit to the Battaglia Terme
museum, easily accessible by train, (50 minutes from Venice and 10 minutes from Padua)
My wife Margaret and I spent three weeks in Italy visiting this museum and seeing the
surrounding area, which prompted the following articles:
The Canal That Built Venice.
The last of the barge men on the Battaglia Canal has dedicated his retirement to
constructing a museum to celebrate 'his', canal.

Battaglia Terme, Veneto, Italy, is a small spa town situated in the Euganean Hills National
Park south west of Padua. It is a lovely area of extinct volcanos with vine yards and hot
springs, which feed into the many municipal and hotel spa outdoor swimming pools. The
town has good rail links to all the major towns/cities of the area (Mantua, Vicenza, Ferrare,
Venice, Bologna, etc).

The Euganean Hills are encircled by
waterways - Bacchiglione River to
the north, the Bisatto Canal to the
west , the Este canal to the south
and in the east the Battaglia canal.
Part of the commercial water traffic
coming from the hills passed through
Padua on its way to Venice and part
took the shorter route by BattagliaVigenzone canal.
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The word Battaglia means battle, but the village of Battaglia was not named for a battle
between warring peoples. Rather it is named for the warring/battling waters that meet here,
one coming from Monselice to the south and one from Padua to the north.
The Battaglia Canal includes a large lock for raising and lowering of boats to connect the two
canals. The run off of the water from the two sections of the canal was controlled with the
construction of the 'Arco de Mezzo' - an hydraulic device that transfers the water into the
lower canal. The waterfall, over 7 metres, thus created produced energy, leading to the
construction of a steam hammer, a paper mill and windmills, and later the building of an
small hydroelectric plant. Thanks to the latter, Battaglia Terme had electric lighting as early
as 1895, even before the city of Padua.
The problem of the difference in levels between the two canals was overcome in early 1900s
with the building of a navigation lock. This lock allowed boats to pass with their loads and
thus avoiding the exhausting work of shifting cargo between vessels and the two canals.
The volcanic stone ‘Trachyte’ quarried in the hills provided the rough textured paving (nonslip) for the streets of Venice and a network of navigation system evolved and remained in
use until the mid 20th Century. The Battaglia Canal was constructed between 1189 And
1201 (some 5 centuries before the English Canals built during the industrial revolution).
These canals were often built at ground level with walls and banks to contain them, rather
than dug out in trenches as were the British ones.
The ‘Museum of River Navigation’ in Battaglia is
unique in Italy and has been the work for the last
thirty years of the last boatman (barcari) Riccardo
Cappelloza. From small beginnings he began to
collect the abandoned materials of his trade, from
whole boats to workaday implements and now
houses some 3000 artefacts / exhibits.
The University of Padua have recognised
Riccardo Cappelloza’s contribution by awarding
him an honorary degree, of which he is very
proud.

The museum shows the whole
history of the almost forgotten world
of canal/river and lagoon transport,
from the Squeri, (boatyard) where
the flat bottomed barges were
constructed (only one Squeri still
remains, in Venice itself, and that
was brought back to use by an
enthusiastic American) to the art of
navigation on the inland waterways.
The museum has been visited by
the British Canal Boat Museum
personnel from Stoke Bruerne canal
basin.
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To enter the museum is to travel back in time
to a gentler age of hand-crafted tools. There
are several examples of hand-carved Forcole,
(row locks) made out of the hardest walnut,
and are beautiful pieces of sculpture in their
own right. The last master carver still lives in
retirement in a nearby village, and still makes
new Forcole in the traditional form, but these
days they are made from polished cherry
wood. It takes approximately 10 hours to cut
and shape, then numerous hours to get a good
polished finish.

Focole and a large Canal Boat Rudder

Canal boat Models

Contributed by Myra Robinson and Arthur Hamilton
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Battaglia Rowing Club
Battaglia also has a rowing boat club
where they take part in races up and down
the canal and regattas in Venice. The
boats like the gondolas/gondoliers in
Venice are rowed in the traditional method
of standing-up and facing forward.

The (plywood clad) boats and focole
(rowlocks) also restored on site

Collection of Focole repaired by Sergio (left) and rower Aldo (right)
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Wacky Races
Each year Battaglia holds a festival
called “Remada a Segunda”, which
celebrates their canal history by holding
conferences, a street party, and to end
it all a wacky race down the canal. A
good time is had by all.

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell?
Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk
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Donations
Much needed donations have been gratefully received from the following since the March
Newsletter
John Lightfoot
Mike Dawson
Jim Zeelie
Fred Hoult
Amble Boat Co.
Visitors collection box

Dave Parker
Jerry Dudman
Alec Renwick
Channel 5 film crew
Northumberland Fishing Heritage Trust

Events
Speculative programme of events for this year – Dates to be firmed up where not specified.
Sat 2nd April

The Trust assisted in the re-enactment of a SSVLB breeches buoy
rescue using the boats Rachel Douglas as a vessel in distress at the
Tyne piers.

Sat 18th June

The Trust will be attending the official opening of Newburn Rowing
Club in the Rachel Douglas

Sat 25th June

The Trust is hosting a VIP trip in the ‘Favourite’ and ‘Rachel Douglas’
from Newcastle NE1 Marina to the Tynemouth piers with a stop at
the Customs House South Shields, before returning to Newcastle.

Wed June 22nd

At the Trust workshops - -a talk from member Kelso Yuill – “Waterloo
(A Privates View)”
For £5 tickets call either Arthur on 07914047263 or the Trust on
0191 4478814

Wed July 27th

At the Trusts workshops - a Talk by Tony Barrow, Historian - “North
East Maritime Heritage”
For £5 tickets call either Arthur on 07914047263 or the Trust on
0191 4478814
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August Bank Holiday

Newcastle Old Boats gathering at the NE1 pontoon.

8 – 11th September

Heritage Open Days

Sat 24th September

Boatyard Bistro

Members
Benefits of membership –
-

Quarterly
Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday, or if this is not suitable - arrange a visit
Opportunity to take part in events (eg: a sailing trip)

We have gained four new members during the last quarter period
Syd Perry
John Robinson

Mrs Margaret Perry
David Welsh

Member Profile – Alan Brewis
Alan is almost a true “Sandancer” as he was nearly born on Shields Beach when it was first
opened after the war May 21st 1945. Fortunately they got his mother to Shields hospital in
time.
Alan has worked all his life in the building industry after
serving his 5 year apprenticeship as a joiner with Felling
Council carrying-out maintenance on their properties.
Since then he worked for 23 different building companies
before getting a job at International Paints for a year, where
he sorted varnishes for different paints.
After that he spent four years doing building work in South
Africa, once again on building sites. He then returned to the
UK working on building sites for the next 50 years.
Three years ago Alan saw an advert for the Trust and has
been an essential member of the team diligently producing
complex woodwork components, including oak frames, floor
supports, etc. for the Lifeboat ‘Henry Frederick Swan’.
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How to find us:
On Foot: by Ferry from North Shields. Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry
landing. Pass the Alum House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent
selection of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).
Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your
left.
In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) and
we are further 50yards on the left.
NEMT

By Car: From the Market Place / Customs House – at the BT (Glass) Building area follow the
river road passed the Ferry Landing and take the road over the Stone Arch Bridge. At the
roundabout keep left and down the bank. Do a u-turn left at the bottom of the bank. The
Trust is located passed the Marine Survival Centre.

North East Maritime Trust
Fisherman's Workshops
2/3 Wapping St.
South Shields
Tyne & Wear NE33 1LQ

www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk
OPEN – 0930 – 1530 Tuesday, W ednesday and Saturday
Contacts :
Peter W eightman - Chairman

peter-weightman@talktalk.net

Jerry Dudman –Hon. Sec.

jdudman@ymail.com

Paul Gray – Treasurer

p7lug@btinternet.com

Dave Parker

dave.a.parker@talktalk.net

Paul Nicholson

depnicholson@gmail.com

Arthur Hamilton - Editor

arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk

Mob. 07779785666

Mob. 07914047263
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