’The Boatyard’ – December 2016
Thank You for your continuing support
In this Issue
- Ahoy there – Pictures / items of interest
- Soundings – restoration progress / projects since the last newsletter
- Development – Changes at the Trust
- Maritime Tales – river / maritime related stories
- Donations – from members, etc.
- Events – since last newsletter and in the future
- Members – new members / members issues
- Waypoints – Pond yacht
-

Ahoy There !
Alan Smith (seated), one of the founder members, has decided to hang up his tools after 12
years at the trust. Alan will be sorely missed not just because of his woodworking skills but
also for his outstanding wit and endless jokes which kept us all entertained. Anybody who
has visited the trust will probably have heard Alan’s guided tour patter, which was always
very entertaining.

We wish Alan all the best in
his ‘second’ retirement
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Soundings
Lifeboat - Henry Frederick Swan
There has been some notable progress on the Lifeboat this quarter.
The hull (below the waterline) has now had a coat of antifouling and is looking good. The
new rudder has also been installed and the fuel tanks have been pressure tested and are
now installed.

New rudder with the steering gear arm
fitted.

Fuel tank under pressure test.
The two fuel tanks have now been
installed and fitted-up with the filler
pipes and vent tubes.
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We are very fortunate to have a member
who is an expert in splicing wire ropes.
Nigel Gray has been preparing wires for
the steering gear and parts of the rigging
that support the masts when under sail.
Nigel carries-out demonstrations at
various venues using his own specially
designed working bench and it has been
a pleasure to watch a craftsman at
work.

Boarding boat – Cygnet
Thanks to the temporary roof repair we’ve been able to establish the boat building evening
classes on the mezzanine floor in the slipway boat shed. A lot of work had to be done to
make the place more conducive to teaching and working; such as improvements to lighting,
safety arrangements and construction of work benches.
The 1st boat to be built by NEMT is to be a 12ft motor launch (to be named ‘Cygnet’). This
will be for servicing the lifeboat ‘Henry Frederick Swan’. (Cygnet / Swan – do you get it)
Work is progressing slowly with all involved thoroughly enjoying the process of learning the
required traditional skills before putting them into practice.
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Cygnet framing constructed on
the mezzanine floor.

A major milestone was reached last week when the hole for the stern tube was drilled. This
was a steep learning curve for us and thanks must be given to Johny Bell from “Blyth Tall
Ships” for drawing on the back of a fag packet, the concept of the mid mounted cutter boring
bar.
These 7ft long cutters were made with
the help of Dave Parker. Thanks also
are due to Nigel Gray for his ongoing
support and expert advice.

Phil Smith using the boring bar jig.

Engines
We have two spare Stuart -Turner engines which are in desperate need of an overhaul.
Work has started on the smaller of the two P55M/26363 which is an 8hp, 1500rpm machine.
New member Steve Tennet has taken on this onerous task as it looks like it has never been
overhauled before and one piston is completely seized in the cylinder bore necessitating a
slow job of chipping it out.
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Coble - Peggy
The ‘Peggy’ is now back in the slipway boat shed for repairs and full paint job. It has been
several years since her last visit and consequently there are several repairs to be completed,
including badly damaged and rotted gun wales. (Gun’ls). Nothing that we can’t manage and
it won’t be long before she will be back to her full glory ready for sailing alongside the ‘Royal
Diadem II’
Any hands wanting to assist with the current restoration please contact Dave 0777 9785666

Mick Dawson in ‘Peggy’ on the slipway trolley.

Damaged gun’l

Developments
Legacy from Gordon Brown
Most of those who have been on our
boat trips and those who frequented our
workshop will have known Gordon. All
were concerned when he unexpectedly
took ill last year, for he always looked so
fit for one who was in his late seventies.
He told us he was terminally ill but put a
very brave face on it; he then told us he
was going to leave us a substantial
legacy.

“Bait Time in the Boatshed” - From left to right: Dennis Ord, Gordon Brown, Fred
Crowell and Marcus Cotes
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Gordon once served as radio technician on the Royal Yacht Britannia. Gordon was not been
wasteful of what he earned and went out of his way to enable the Rachel Douglas to be
purchased and restored, contributing later to other vessels and spending a considerable
amount of his time undertaking the physical work of repairing and maintaining the boats. He
supported NEMT and our “boat caretaker” offshoot, the Northumbrian Fishing Heritage
Trust. Last year he told us he was leaving a Tyneside flat to us so that we would have its
revenue to support us. Later, with encouragement of his partner Kate, he decided to give us
a second one (he had the pair). After that he committed to funding the renovation of this pair
including building an extension. The flats are in the popular Sandyford area of Newcastle.
Gordon died in May after months of deterioration, during which time he never lost his calm
and his good nature.
He wanted the flats to support both NEMT and NFHT (he was a founder of the latter) in
equal measure. The potential revenue will be of immense value to us for we do not have
much in the way of dependable long-term funding. It will take some months to complete the
renovation works, fit out, and then install tenants, but next year will see a good strong
income come on stream.
Gordon was a quiet but reliable and remarkably generous man, and one who truly
recognised the value of what we are doing to save our maritime heritage – supporting us to
the utmost.
Submitted by: Peter Weightman

Maritime Tales
An Interesting Trip.
‘SS Springdale’ of Springwell Shipping Co. built 1937 at Short Brothers Ltd, Pallion,
Sunderland. 1,579 grt, engine producing 169 nhp giving a speed of 10 knots.
In September 1950 we sailed from Tyne Commission Quay with coal for Lisbon, Portugal
where she took two days to discharge.
Then we proceeded in ballast to North Africa where she took four days to load espartograss,
which is used in basketry, papermaking and banknotes.
After 3 days discharge of this cargo in Leith, Scotland we were given orders to sail to
Siberia. However onboard was an East German Chief Officer who was under suspicion by
the Russians authorities, (presumably something to do with the second world war).
Therefore he had to leave the ship and we took on a new Chief officer for the trip.
Orders were to sail to Nakhodka / Kobda (?) Siberia in ballast. On passage through the
Norwegian Sea we negotiated our way through the Norwegian fishing fleet of trawlers then
passed the North Cape into the Barents Sea where there was bad weather and icing up of
the decks.
Once in Russian waters the ship picked-up a Russian Frigate which escorted the ship
through the Barents Sea and Kara Sea onto Kobda ? (See PS i) Siberia sailing through icy
waters and constantly chipping ice from the handrails, etc.
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At Kobda we took on a Russian pilot who could not speak or understand any English, but still
proceeded to give orders to guide the ship into the berth. I was on the wheel and the Captain
told me to ignore the pilot and he would navigate towards the berth, which was actually a
small wooden jetty surrounded by trees and rocks, this being timber country. The jetty was
so small that the ship overlapped by some metres.
Armed Russians came onboard and confiscated all cameras and radios whilst there and the
guards remained onboard during the whole stay in Kobda.
The cargo of timber planks was transported to the ship via horse drawn sleighs, the ground
being completely frozen over. Although temperatures were only minus 5 degrees centigrade
in full winter conditions the temperature can fall as far as minus 40 in this part of the world.
Loading was undertaken primarily by women carrying one plank at a time, and took three
weeks. The town consisted of a bunk house for the workers, with an assembly building
attached. After checks of documents by the guard at the bottom of the gangway it was
possible to go ashore. The highlight was to see Russian films in the hall, with the inevitable
propaganda speeches in between viewings. (no alcohol)
During the stay in Kobda, the ship ran out of freshwater and the Russians filled the ship’s
tanks by pumping water from the river. This water was so foul that it had to be boiled before
it could be used for anything.
On leaving Kobda the Frigate was still waiting outside to escort the ship back to Murmansk
and into Norwegian waters. At the first possible opportunity in northern Norway the ship
obtained fresh water and then on to Tromso for fuel bunkers. The ship finally discharged in
Surrey Docks, London.
PS:
i) Kobda could not be traced to Northern Siberia. Has the name changed ? The
closest possible match is Nakhodka. Could anybody enlighten us?
ii) On 18th June 1959 the ‘SS Springdale’ whilst 17 miles off Cape Skog, Gulf of Bothnia,
on voyage from Munksand to London capsized and sank after the timber cargo had shifted.

Contributed by Ron Clarke
Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell?
Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk

Donations
Although we are seeking funding from larger organisations we would appreciate any support
you can give and have established a GoFundme link on the Trust’s website, where you can
sponsor a section of the roof at £10 per sq. ft.
To-date we have raised £3000.
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Much needed donations have been gratefully received from the following since the
September March Newsletter
Roof Fund
RW Mann.Trust
C Robson
A Yull
D Mayne
G Newham

Mr & Mrs J McQillin
G Burn
B Ross
RD Schofield
SN & G Bell

Slipway Maintenance
M Dawson
General Funding
John Lightfoot
Harton Inner Wheel Club
Jim Zeelie
C Quince
JCF Swan
F Smith

Abroath platform
Jerry Dudman
Alec Renwick
G Smithwhite
I Palot
Misc / Visitors collection box

Events
Latest of events for this year.
Sat 24th September

The Boatyard Bistro was once again very successful. Peter John
Lodge provided the entertainment.

Members
Benefits of membership –
-

Quarterly Newsletter
Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday, or if this is not suitable - arrange a visit
Opportunity to take part in events (eg: a sailing trip)

We have gained twelve new members during the last quarter period of which three are
working members
David Ramsey
Peter John Lodge
William Coates
Robert Humberston
David Brunt
Pauline Brunt
Martin Wilson
Tom Purvis
Glen Hall
David James
Steve Tennet
Jim Hayes
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Member Profile – Matthew Calvert
Matthew has been at the Trust for about a
year.
After leaving school in 1992 Matthew
attended Catering College until 1994,
Where he attained NVQ Level II in
“General Catering”
Thereafter he secured a job for ten
months at Kenwick Park Hotel, Louth,
Lincolnshire acting as barman, reception,
weddinging arranging, etc.
Then he decided to return to college and
successfully completed an NVQ Level II in IT. Subsequently found a job as
CCTV/PSS Operator for East Lindsay Council, Lincolnshire, where he stayed for
three years.
Later he worked as a self-employed courier driver before moving up to Tyneside to
be with his family.
The Trust has enabled Matthew to developed from having no woodworking skills to
now manufacturing wooden gun’l supports (as pictured) for the Henry Frederick
Swan.
Waypoints
Victorian – Pond Yacht
What started off as a damaged hull, a mast and
bowsprit, has now been transformed into a
glorious model yacht,
By member Kelso Yuill.
The Pond Yacht now forms part of our museum
and is enclosed in its own display case.

Merry Xmas
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How to find us:
On Foot: by Ferry from North Shields. Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry
landing. Pass the Alum House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent
selection of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).
Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your
left.
In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters) and
we are further 50yards on the left.
NEMT

By Car: From the Market Place / Customs House – at the BT (Glass) Building area follow
the river road passed the Ferry Landing and take the road over the Stone Arch Bridge. At
the roundabout keep left and down the bank. Do a u-turn left at the bottom of the bank. The
Trust is located passed the Marine Survival Centre.

North East Maritime Trust
Fisherman's Workshops
2/3 Wapping St.
South Shields
Tyne & Wear NE33 1LQ

www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk
OPEN – 0930 – 1530 Tuesday, W ednesday and Saturday
Contacts :
Peter W eightman - Chairman

peter-weightman@talktalk.net

Jerry Dudman –Hon. Sec.

jdudman@ymail.com

Paul Gray – Treasurer

p7lug@btinternet.com

Dave Parker

dave.a.parker@talktalk.net

Paul Nicholson

depnicholson@gmail.com

Arthur Hamilton - Editor

arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk

Mob. 07779785666

Mob. 07914047263
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