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Thank You in anticipation of your continuing support
In This Issue
- Ahoy There – Pictures / items of interest.
- Soundings - restoration progress / projects since the last newsletter.
- Developments – changes at the Trust
- Maritime Tales –river / marine related stories.
- Events – since last newsletter and in the future
- Members – new members

Ahoy There

Merry Xmas

This was Xmas 2010 – This Xmas could be quite different

Soundings
Henry Frederick Swan
Progress this quarter includes completion of the copper cladding of the fuel tank and
engine spaces, work on the after bulkhead framing and preliminary work on the hull
fenders.

Right - The initial profiling of
the port side fender. The
original was made from cork,
but this would be prohibitive
cost wise. Therefore the
alternative is to fill the spaces
with blocks of polystyrene and
then fill any gaps with
expanding foam.

Shakiel Azim preparing the fender profiles

Right – lying on top of the aft bulkhead
is the frame templates made from soft
wood. The final frame is being made
from oak.

Soft wood template
Aft Bulkhead

Working in confined spaces

Tim West crunched-up inside
the aft end

Chris Taggart (left) and Peter
Waugh (right) completing the
copper cladding of the fuel tank
spaces

Fully copper cladded fuel tank
space with tank support
brackets fitted

The next phase will be to fit the
fuel tanks but these need to be
cleaned and pressure tested
before installation.

Meanwhile Charlie Lowdon (left) and Chris
Taggart (right) have been repairing some of
the deck boards, supervised by ‘Spencer’
the boat’s dog.

Foy Boat – Joan
Considerable progress has been made on the
Foyboat

The rudder and tiller have been manufactured
Below- All the ribs and the gunnels are now fitted,
helping to strengthen the boat and make it ship
shape.

The boat will now have to be turned over in order to
dress the planking before up-righting again to fit the
thwarts

Developments
The Trust is still negotiating with the Council to finalise the lease for the adjacent
building which was Fred Crowell’s boat building and repair yard.
The Trust now has a shop arrangement on the website for selling various articles;
including badges, books and paintings produced by our resident artist Richard Howe.
Richard has produced several very interesting prints of work in the boatyard. All at a
reasonable price. Visit - www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk

Maritime Tales
River Tyne tugs (a potted history)
The history of the Tyne Tugs dates back to 1816 when an enterprising gentleman Mr
Joseph Price of Gateshead established a steam boat passenger service for the Tyne.
Unfortunately the venture was not very successful, but he hit on the idea of using his
boats for towing sailing vessels out to the sea.
In July 1818 he conducted an experiment whereby he proposed to tow a fully loaded
vessel Friend’s Adventurer over the bar at South Shields a distance of thirteen miles.
.The tow took two hours and ten minutes, with the wind against her all the way.
Three years after this maiden voyage there were fourteen steam tugs on the River Tyne
and other UK rivers adopted similar towage systems after this.
In the 1920s the mouth of the River Tyne was totally exposed to the full force of North
Easterly gales and ships had to contend with crossing the bar and strong cross currents
whilst aiming for the narrow river entrance. At the mercy of gales and tides a captain
had little control over the destiny of his ship, and landing on the notorious Black Middens
was quite a common occurrence.
Ship-owners could see the benefits of getting sailing vessels in and out of the River Tyne
in adverse conditions and so the tug business developed - generally from small single
vessel operations related to a particular shipyard or colliery.
Eg:
1840
1840
1848
1854
1855

Robert Lawson
John Batey
John & James Ridley
Joseph Crossthwaite
Robert Redhead

-1 tug
-1 tug
-1 tug
-1 tug
-1 tug

1857
1858
1866
1867
1888

Thomas Allan Dry
Earl of Durham
John Coulson
Anthony Irving
George Brown

-2 tugs
-3 tugs
-2 tugs
-1 tug
-1tug

Some of these companies were operating for over 60 years
In time these companies developed and/ or were taken over by rivals until 1920 when
there were only three main operators on the river:France Fenwick Tyne & Wear Tug Co Ltd
Lawson – Batey Tugs Ltd
Ridley Steam Tug Co.Ltd
So the tug system developed from humble beginnings until its peak in 1923 when there
were 68 tugs operating on the river.
From the 1930s onwards there was a lot of sales of tugs and scrapping of old vessels.

All the early tugs were steam driven boats, and in the early 1880s double engine disconnection paddle tugs were used because they were exceptionally manoeuvrable when
towing in narrow waters, being able to put one paddle wheel ahead and the other astern
at the same time. Steam tugs later developed to use screw propellers.
In the 1950s the transition from steam to diesel driven tugs was well under way; the
advantages of fuel economy, greater power-to weight ratio, reduced machinery space
and quick operational ability. Steam tugs had to raise steam or remain under steam for
long periods, which resulted in high fuel consumptions and therefore expensive to run.
Diesel tugs used less fuel with reduced labour costs.
During the 1950 /1960s there could be as many as 25 tugs moving on the river at one
time. These were essentially needed to move ships around at the various shipyards
during the night, bringing ships out of drydock, moving others into drydock and
repositioning ship on the quays
By 1959, with the river traffic reducing, the three companies came together to create
Tyne Tugs Ltd (24 Tugs) which later amalgamated with Wear Tugs Ltd (5 tugs) and in
1986 formed Tyne & Wear Tugs Ltd, operating with 12 tugs. Subsequently in 1995 Cory
Towage Ltd took over the River Tyne tug trade. Now we have only 3 tugs operating
under Svitzer since 2007.

Contributed by Arthur Hamilton

Does anybody else have similar memories or river tales of a maritime nature to tell?
Contributions for future issues please to arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk

Donations
Much needed Donations have been gratefully received from the following since the
September Newsletter:
John Lightfoot
Alec Renwick
Jerry Dudman
Cliff Quince
TD Hamilton

Kelso Yuill
Jim Zeelie
JCF Swan
MK Parker

Events
Sat 26th September

The Table Top Sale was very successful bringing in much
needed funds for our projects.

Mon 5th – Tues 6th Oct

Greenwich Museum Forum at Trinity House. This was a
gathering of people from heritage groups and other maritime
interested parties from around the UK, meeting in
Newcastle.
During the two
days they visited
various sites of
interest, including
Trinity House, the
swing Bridge and
the display of
NEMT boats
moored up at the
NE1 Pontoon.

Sun 8th Nov

The favourite took part in the Remembrance Day River
Parade at Newcastle and the Sovereign was moored at the
NEI pontoon.

Members
Benefits of Membership – Quarterly newsletter
- Visit the workshop at any time Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
- Opportunity to take part in events (ie: a sailing trip)
We have gained eight new ‘Members’, of which four are active volunteers, during the last
quarter period:
Robert Youens
Richard Howe
Mark Batey

John Pym
Brian Thompson
David Pritchard

Andrew Waugh
Matthew Calvert

Member Profile
Chris has been a volunteer at the Trust for 2.5 years, and
was first involved with the restoration of the ‘Tyne’
lifeboat, when there was a lot of scraping and painting.
On leaving school Chris spent six months at one of the
timber yards at Tyne Dock as a stockyard worker,
bundling timber pallets and anything else that needed
doing.
Then he got a job as a ‘Boy’ on the Tyne Tug
‘Applesider’ for nine months.
Thereafter he joined the Royal Navy where he signed on
for 14 years, starting as an Engine room Mechanic in
Frigates working his way up to Chief Mechanician (CPO)
on Minesweepers and the Destroyer HMS Glasgow built
at Swan Hunters.
On leaving the RN he spent the rest of his career (27
years) in Engineering Site Management including
Electroplating and moving on to be employed by NEI
Thompsons Boilers ( later Rolls Royce Industrial Power)
primarily working in Power Stations worldwide on the Water Treatment plants (Kennicot
Water)
Chris retired at 58 years and has been involved with the trust on all aspects of boat
restoration.

How to find us:
On Foot: by Ferry from North Shields. Turn left at the main road after leaving the ferry
landing. Pass the Alum House pub on your left (although I do recommend the excellent
selection of real ale!! Don’t stay too long).
Take a left at the next roundabout and cut through the housing, keeping the river on your
left.
In a couple of minutes you will reach “Comical Corner” (by the Sea Cadet Headquarters)
and we are further 50yards on the left.
NEMT
By Car: From the Market Place / Customs House – at the BT (Glass) Building area f ollow the river
road passed the Ferry Landing and take the road over the Stone Arch Bridge. At the roundabout
keep left and down the bank. Do a u-turn left at the bottom of the bank. The Trust is located
passed the Marine Survival Centre.

North East Maritime Trust
Fisherman's Workshops
2/3 Wapping St.
South Shields
Tyne & Wear NE33 1LQ

New Web address

www.nemaritimetrust.co.uk

OPEN – 0930 – 1530 Tuesday, W ednesday and Saturday
Contacts :
Peter W eightman - Chairman

peter-weightman@talktalk.net

Jerry Dudman –Hon. Sec.

jdudman@ymail.com

Paul Gray – Treasurer..

p7lug@btinternet.com

Dav e Parker

dav e.a.parker@talktalk.net

Paul Nicholson

depnicholson@gmail.com

Arthur Hamilton - Editor

arthurhamilton15@yahoo.co.uk
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